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LETTER XX. 
u 186 8. LUTWIDGE. 
TO 


u 18 86 MO e 


AFTER ke Aiſcuſſed more e fully 3 
the important ſubject; and congra- 
tulated each other on a diſcovery, ſo 
conducive to our happineſs, we took a 
few turns to compoſe our agitated ſpi- 
tits, and then returned to the houſe, as 


A3 wap 


- kno « trio an 'Mattook could prov | | 


_ duce, 


THE QVAKER, 


* 9321 1 
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Ms good mother, who knew not the | 


 dbmonfment t "that bad tdken place, nor 


was, as yet, more than in part ac- 


quainted with the deception, "was at the 
door of the ſaloon, and addrefied my 


lover by his uſual appellation, inform- 


ing him that Coſway and Mr. Shenſtone 
were Bone into the garden ro to ſeek for 
us. | 
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ce Ah! my dear madam,” cried * 


ang, * bow mach dre vos de 
: -—R"Teived ! —Cofway is here; it is Pet» 
dyn that is with Mr. Sheriftones 
2 What 2 Hall we inflier 
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4 think of it, it has been a double des. 
 M e ſo al OY even,” {5 / 
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et. Wha 4 you tell mig; -my Went 


. ec this gentleman Coſtays And the | 
ce other Petwyn | Why, how is it, 


« poſſible 2” 


| = 
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Nee. Quite as polnble, Madam, as r 


* khis young lady to be ybur daughter. 
«c which 1 had the happineſs juſt now OY 4 125 5 
to diſcover. My good uncle has 
_ & ſhewn hiqmſelf an excellent plotter ak 
« well as poſſeſſed of - a. comfortable 
e ſhare of retenue; but for a miſtake of 
© Mifs Maynard, the diſguiſe had yet 885 
continued, nor would, I ſuppoſe, - 


% havy been unravelled till 7; Edward, 
te takg thee, Eliza, had eſcaped our 


* lips, and Hymen afliſted at he maß 
* wen | 
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$8 _ THz QUAKER, 


te querade. He good-naturedly con- 
te ſpired with each party in an innocent 


s deception, and at the ſame time had 
| te the ſatisfaction to ſee his own wiſhes 
3 * accompliſhed. But I am aſtoniſhed 
; he did not communicate his projects, 


—— — —— — — — 
— » > —— . AA 4 . . 
v2 - 
5 9 * 


unn —— IO 
= vo 23 * —_— — — 
- — 
— a 


when he found them in the deſired 
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« train; for it is but a few days ſince 
ce that I unboſomed myſelf to him on 
te the ſubject of my attachment to your 
ti ſuppoſed niece, and not a ſyllable 
ee eſcaped him that might lead me to 
ſuggeſt the agreeable deception that 
had been practiſed,” 


A 
* 
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3 te Nor to me either, I aſſure you,” 
replied my mamma; for, when 1 
% mentioned to him the growing at- 
e tachment I perceived in Octavia to- 


* wards you, even before ſhe was ac- 
ce quainted 


LOS 


THE QUAKER. 9 
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quainted with her own ſenſations, he 
only ſmiled, and faid, Charles muſt 
thank himſelf for ſending ſo attrac- 
« tive an ambaſſador ; and ſpoke of 
« you in terms fo reſpectful, that I more 


c 


= 


c 


A 


« than ever revered his character for 
ce not reſenting the diſappointment to 
« his hopes by a leſs friendly conduct. 


c All is well that ends well; and 1 


*© hope none of us ſhall have cauſe to 
64 regret this diſcovery, ſince it muſt 
«© promote the general happineſs. But 
« 1 long to make my Lutwidge a par- 
ce taker of it, and will go ſeek him 1 im- 
ce mediately.“ 


At that inſtant my father and Mr. 


| Shenſtone joined us; and, by the 


ſmiles of the former when this pleaſing 


diſcovery was mentioned, it was ob- 
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yious they had ated in concert 
throughout the ſcene, and. promoted 
the accompliſhment of their own wiſh- 
es, by bringing us together without any 
appearance of deſign. 


What think you of their ſcheme, 


Harriet? For my part, 1 deem it the 


moſt politic one they could have adopt- 
ed; for, had we been introduced to 
each other as intended lovers, by the 
commands of our parents, it is more 
than poſſible (fo capricious is human 
nature) that we had each been devoid 
of thoſe tender ſentiments which now 
inſpire our hearts. The moſt dutiful 
cannot help wiſhing for the liberty of 
choice on a ſubject that is to fix their 
fate for life. Of this, every parent, 
from their own feelings, muſt judge; 
yet 
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THE GAR 1 
yet there are many who prefer unlimited 
authority and compulfive treatment to 


means more gentle and far more likely 
to enforce obedience. Should Jever 
be a mother, the latter ſhall be my 


plan. But I will not intrude upon your 


time, by telling you of my matronly in- 


tentions, while I 'am ſenſible you are all 
the while on the tenter-hooks of impa- 
tience for a deſcription of the firſt inter- 
view between Selina and the friend of my 
ider C r Ez 


1 ſhould firſt tell you, that my lover, 


though perſuaded that Miſs Maynard 
was the lady who had captivated Pet- 


wyn, in all his letters to his friend had 
never once mentioned his | ſuſpicions, 


| Anticipating the agreeable ſurpriſe he 
** AY . would 
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would receive, on his arrival, to find 


her ſo unexpectedly among us. 


When my dear parents and my wor- 
thy uncle elect had mutually congratu- 


lated each other on the happy ſucceſs of 
their little plot, and the latter had re- 


ceived our united thanks for the tender 


attention he had ſhewn to our happineſs, - 


we all went together to the ſaloon, 


where our viſitor (who, it ſeems, was 
alſo in the ſecret) was amuſing himſelf, 


on our entrance, in looking at ſome cu- 


| rious prints; and did not, at firſt, ob- 
» ſerve Selina, who ſhrunk behind us as if 
afraid to meet him her heart ſo ardently 


longed to behold. 


Coſway, 
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ä Coſway, with a gay air, firſt took me 
by the hand ; and, preſenting me to his 
friend: 


N 
| | 
5 
; 
7 


© J have now, Ned, the happineſs 
« to preſent to you Miſs Lutwidge, 
« whom, thanks to the credit of your 
te name, I hope ſoon to introduce to | 
te you by a more endearing title, and 
« flatter myſelf ſne will find nothing # 
ee more diſcordant in the ſound of Coſ- 
c way than of Petwyn. This“ (ta- 
king the hand of our bluſhing friend) 
« 1s Miſs Maynard, whom I muſt beg 
e leave to preſent to you as the dearefh; 
friend of my Octavia. 


The ſweet gl advanced with an en- 
gaging * 2 while the aſtoniſhed 
Petwyn, 
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' win Qvarxrn, 
Petwyn, not able to credit the evi- 


dence of his ſenſes, could not find 
power to articulate a fingle Duale 


more than: : 

Alsit poffible! ? am I indeed ſo happy?” 
and, finking down on his knees before 
her, thanked heaven for the unexpected 
bleſſing with ſuch fervour, that not one 
of us could help ſmiling but our trem- 
bling friend, whoſe joyful emotions, 
(to find herſelf ſo tenderly remember- 
ed, ) from being reſtrained by delicacy, 
were near reducing her to the ſame ſitu- 
ation as when ſhe fitſt beheld him from 
the garden. 


Ina few minutes, however, both re- 


famed their ſcattered ſenſes ; Land, ta- 


king the hand ſhe had extended to raiſe 
him 


A 


On 
THE aN xe. i 


him from nis Feine poſture, he led her 
to a ſeat, and, placing himſelf by her, 
expreſſed his joyful ſenſations, at this 
unexpected meeting, in a language 


more compoſed, though it could not be - 


more intelligible, than that in which 


his filent e had bene e 
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chem. g 

Dinner ſoon aſter came upon the ta- 
ble; ; and, the converſation becoming 
general, I had the ſatisfaction to ob- 
ſerve, that our -amiable friend his not 
thrown away 10 affections on a charm- 


ing form, without thoſe more faſemating 8 
attractions which are neceffary to ſecure 


a permanent attachment, Petwyn is, 


bona fide, a moſt engaging mortal; and, 
next to my Phœnix of phoenixes, I 


know 
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16 THE QUARBR. 


know no, one who 1s half ſo agreea- 
ble. 


Notwithſtanding love | is acknow- 
ledged to be pretty airy food, and PST 
fectly adapted to ſuch deities as we 
young ones then appeared to each 
other's infatuated imaginations, yet we 
all ſnewed our mortal propenſions by 
condeſcending to partake of more ſub- 
ſtantial aliment; but I have ſince ſeve- | 
ral times obſerved a ſigh iſſue. from the 
boſom of our lovers ; I imagine, from 
the fears, that muſt naturally ariſe, that 
the difference of their religion will be 
an. infurmountable obſtacle to their hap- 
pineſs. 


But I muſt flatter myſelf it will not. 
Mrs, Maynard's known indulgence to 
gd ru the 


ay © 
the beſt of children perſuades me ſhe 
will not ſee her beloved Selina unhappy 


THE QUAKER; 


from a conſideration that did not make 


her ſo, 


Her own undiminiſhed felicity in the 
marriage-ſtate is a ſufficient proof that 
a difference of ſentiment does not. al- 


ways produce diſcord, A pious ſoul is 


reſtrained by no forms; it can breathe 


its wiſhes and thankſgivings as freely in 


one mode of worſhip as another, in the 
church as in the meeting. She is no 
ſuperſtitious bigot ; nor will her heart, 
I am convinced, diſdain to acknow- 
ledge, that the practice of virtue is true 
religion, by whatever ſe& practiſed. 
Then is it poſſible ſhe ſhould refuſe the 
alliance of a good man for her daughter, 

even 


ns run QUAKER, | 
even though he happena to be of a diffe- 


But ſhall I, who am ſo young in wif- 
dom, preſume to dictate the conduct of 
one, ſo much my ſuperior both in that 
and years? My arguneſts flow prin- 
cipally from my ardent wiſhes to ſee the 
Rhappineſs of our friend eſtabliſhed. IT 

my ideas, on this important matter, are 

erroneous, I-truft they will be forgiven, | 
 Gnce friendſhip, more than knowledge, 
is their ſource. Happy myſelf, in an 
approaching union wich a man te 

58 whom I am attached by the moſt tender 
_ inclinations, (and whoſe: merit renders 

Him equally reſpected by my parents,) 
1 wiſh ſuch happineſs to my Selina, to 
my Harriet, in * to every one 
whoſe 
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THI GAK Eu. — i 
whoſe felicity is connected with my 


But a ſew weeks| longer, and I ſhall. 
have no pretenſions to the name of 
Lutwidge. Settlements, clothes, and 
all the paraphernalia of bridal ceremo- 
: nies are already talked of. The good 
f Shenſtone pleads for an early day; he-is 
e even more impatient than his engaging 


5 nephew. ut the latter dares not ſo | 
A much prefurez my ſiniles are 200 . t 
a WH able to his heart 10 hazard my fro], 

© by preſſing me on a ſubject to which I 


er am but too ready to liſten, though ti 
: * 
FS uſual maideniſh ſcruples operate to dies” 


tate * unevourable-r6 his wiſh- * 
G > 057 C0 tet 13,4 Wits 1iolho? 
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20 THE QUAKER, 


In ſhort, I do not love to be hurried. 
Þ eben into what I have a mind to do. 
146 All in good time; but, in pure pity to 
Th | myſelf, (for who loves to be teazed ?) 
1 J muſt get rid of Shenſtone's ſolicita- 
| tions by becoming his niece within a 
month, or I ſhall abſolutely have open: 
war declared againſt me; and, when 
hoſtilities commence, who knows but 
even the tender ſuing Coſway may take 
upon him to head the enemy ? and a 
ſurrender will then be unavoidable; ſo 
it is better to yield with a good grace, 
if only to deprive them of the pleaſure of 
à victory. : 


7 
. 
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But how I trifle! Join me, my dear 
- "Harriet, in ſoliciting the farther indul - 
gence of Mrs. Maynard in permitting 


my 
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THE QUAKER, 2¹ 


my Selina to continue with us cll after 
my memorable day; and, when I have 


à right to aſſume ſuch a matronly office, 


I promiſe to conduct the dear girl home, 
and will then do myſelf the honour to 
introduce at the Dale two perſonages, 
who, for both our ſakes, I muſt flatter 
myſelf, will meet a ann nay, 
welcome, reception. 


Adieu, deareſt girl! Pray for the 
Gere happineſs of on and ___ 
in that of : 


Your 


OCTAVIA, 


a2 THE QUAKER, 
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got alſo to tell you, that my good uncle 
elect propoſes reſigning to us Shenſtone- 
Grove (a delightful villa, about four 
miles diſtance) for our country reſi- 
dence; a refignation- neither of us 
Mould have permitted, with pleaſure, 
had it not been accompanied with the 
promiſe of his becoming one of our fa- | 
mily, which will greatly. increaſe my 
happineſs; for this reſpectable friend 
has ſo endeared himſelf to me by- his 
kind behaviour, that I feel for him an 
affection almoſt bordering on a filial 
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MRS. MAYNAR . 


Dear madam, 5 
ESTERDAY ſaw my Octavia uni- 
ted to the moſt deſerving of young 
men, and rendered us the happieſt of 
parents; for what greater felicity is 
there, in this world, than to ſee our 
offspring happily and worthily diſpoſed 
of? It is the wiſh of ſeeing your's 
equally ſo that.induces me to become an 
advocate for the friend of my ſon- in- 
law, who is an agreeable young man, 
: and, 


24 THE QUAKER, 

and, though not in affluent, is in very 
_ eaſy, circutnſtances, and of the moſt 
reſpectable character and connections. 
The young people, it ſeems, met by 
accident ſome months ago, and have 
ever ſince retained the moſt tender im- 
preſſion of each other, which has been 
greatly heightened on a more intimate 
acquaintance. It is true, they are of 
different perſuaſions; but, as they are 
both of virtuous and amiable diſpofi- 
tions, they muſt be equal candidates for 
heaven, as if their modes of faith were 
ſimilar; and, I am perſuaded, what out- 
ward ſhow of religion is wanting, in ei- 
ther, will be ſufficiently compenſated 
by good works, which are the ſureſt 
guarantee for future bliſs, | 


ar © 
* > 


IA WAKER, ut 


In general, the young men of the 
preſent age have no religious traits in 
their character; at leaſt their piety is. 
not conſpicuous enough to authoriſe à 
ſuggeſtion of their profeſſing any reli- 
Sion at all. To ſuch a neutral Chriſ- 

tian I would not with you to give yout 
daughter; for, though 1 do not think 
it abſolutely neceſſary that her huſband 


| : mould be a quaker, I think it very ne⸗ 


ceſſary he ſhould be a good man; and 
ſuch, if I may credit my own judge- 
ment, and general report, is he who 
fues for the happineſs of being allied to 
your Selina. 

You have yourſelf experienced „that 
the inclinations are not always to be 


combated by religious ſcruples; and, 
Vol, III. 3 having 
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having yielded to their impulſe, have 
found no ill conſequences, becauſe the 
object of them. was worthy, and leſs 
bound by outward forms than interior 
piety, C hoice, at length, or probably 
a ſatiety for external gaieties, rendered 
your appearance more conformable to 
that of your huſband, He loved you 
before ; he could but love you then, as 
every act of complacency, between a 
married pair, muſt tend to preſerve af- 
fection; but I would venture to affirm, 
that, this change of habit did not in- 
creaſe your piety, You were good be- 
fore; and it is not in human nature to 
ſoar beyond perfection. 


It was natural that your daughter 
ſhould be bred i in the ſame faith-as her 
parents profeſſed, and that her appear- 


THz QUAKER, 27 
ance ſhould be conformable to that 
which cuſtom had rendered pleaſing to 
yourſelf ; but, as the heart is not tg Ho. 


vg 
reſtrained by forms, it is not leſs natu- 


ral that ſhe ſhould be ſuſceptible of the 
attractions of an agreeable object, 
though his external beſpoke him of a 

. Thoſe, who have | 
ever felt the influence of love, can rea- 


different perſuaſion. 


dily excuſe its weakneſſes in their chil- 
dren, unleſs the unworthineſs of the 
object renders it neceſſary to diſcourage 


what, if indulged, would be produce 
tive of miſery and. ſelf-reproach, 


W good old friend alive, I am 
perſuaded he would acknowledge the 
propriety of theſe obſervations and, 
though he might have been better ſa- 
tisfied that his Selina ſhould have made 

= her 
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ber choice among the young men of his 
own ſect, yet he would not oppoſe her 


kappineſs with one of another, ſo his 


life was not diſgraced by irreligion and 


impiety, and the fortune he could be- 
ſtow on her diflipated 3 in unworthy wn 
poſes. 


Excuſe me, deareſt madam, for ta- 
king upon me the province of advice in 
an affair of ſuch ſerious conſequence to 
your future happineſs. You have often 


done me the favour to intreat it on ſub- 


jets leſs intereſting ; and, from my un- 
alterable good wiſhes for your felicity, 
I now take the liberty of beſtowing it 
unaſked. 


* 


We all unite our thanks for your in- 


dulging us ſo long with the ſociety of 
-your 
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THE QUARPR, 29 
your amiable daughter; and, next 
week, mine, accompanied by her huſ- 5 
band, propoſes reſtoring her to your 
maternal embraces. At the ſame time 
I ſhall do myſelf the pleaſure of wait- 
ing upon you; and am, with much 
eſteem, 


Your friend, 


w. LUTWIDOR 


3 LETTER 


30 n QUAKER, 


EETTERS xXx, 


MISS M OS T Y N 


TO 


MRS COSWAY, 


T pains me, dear madam, to cloud 
your happy hours by the moſt 
mournful intelligence, inſtead of lively 
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congratulations on your recent mar- 
riage. May every bliſs the ſtate produ- 


— — =, * 
* . 
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ces long be yours! But bliſs, alas! is 
tranſient. I was this morning rejoicing . 
in your felicity, and (from the apparent 
ſatisfaction which Mrs. Maynard diſco- 
vered at your father's letter) flattering 
myſelf that my dear Selina would find 
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HE QUAKER. | 31 
in him a moſt powerful advocate, 
when the pleaſure 1 experienced Was 


ſuddenly damped by a paralytic ſtroke, 
which ſeems to aim at the life of my 


worthy benefactreſs. 


1.27 


We were rata our tea, this 


amiable parent frequently thanking 


heaven that the affections of her Selina 
were not unworthily beſtowed, (which 
her fears, 1 believe, had too often 
prompted her to dread.) She ſaid to me, 
© Good men, Harriet, are' indeed very 
te ſcarce; to ſuch an one can a tender 
© mother refuſe her child, when con- 
« ſcious that her felicity is centered | in 
te the compliance?“ when, Juſt as ſhe 
had articulated theſe words, almoſt a 
total ſuſpenſion of her faculties imme- 
diately ſucceeded; and, ſinking from 

B 4 her 
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her chair, appearances ſeemed to threa 
ten an immediate diſflution. 


" * my dear 3 of 1 my dif- 
treſs; I; who have found in her all the 
tenderneſs of a mother | But, if mine 
is great, what muſt be that of her belo- 
ved daughter ! To you I leave it to 
break to her this dreadful intelligence; 
which, though conveyed in the moſk 
ſpothing terms, muſt be as a dagger to 
her breaſt. Convey the ſweet mourner, 
as. ſoon. as poſſible, to this houſe of 
woe. The phyſicians give me little, 
hopes of Mrs. Maynard's recovery. 
Since the death of a huſband, tenderly, 
beloved, I find ſhe has never enjoyed a. 
ſettled ſtate of health; a complication: 

of diſorders, which originated in ex- 
ceſſixe grief, has been making conti 
| nval 
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nual inroads on her weakened conſtitu- 
tion; and now, by one ſudden ſtroke, 
death appears ready to ſeize his prey. 


Every minute will be an hour till I 
hear the ſound of your carriage. Come, 
then, and join your tears and prayers 


with thoſe of the unhappy 


HARRIET. 
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LETTER XXII. 


MR Ss. c OS WAN 
T 0 


MRS L Vr. D R. 


Caſtle Dale. 

Dear madam, | 
T HILE our dear Selina is gone to 
indulge thoſe ſorrows in which 
ve all participate, I ſnatch a moment to 
/ tell you, that we arrived here but juſt 
time enough for our poor friend to re- 
ceive the laſt bleſſing of her expiring 
parent. But gracious heaven, who be- 
ſtows on the virtuous its portion of joys 
as well as ſorrows, ſoftened the bitter 
| cup 


TA ο⁰ l 35 
cup of grief, by permitting the dear de- 
parted ſaint the recovery of her ſenſes a 
few minutes previous to her death; and 
ſhe breathed her laſt ſighs in prayers for a 
the happineſs of her child. en meist 


Ab ſoon as we alighted from the 
coach, we were conducted, in mournful 
ſilence, by Miſs Moſtyn, to the apart- 
ment of her dying benefactreſs. 


My father took the hand of our weep- 
ing Selina; and, accompanied by Pet- 
wyn, approached her parent's bed, 
while Harriet and I, withdrawing to the 
window, prayed heaven ſhe might have 
the ſatisfaction of being known by her, 
and bleſſed, before ſne died. 7 


0 


B 6 
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The wildneſs, of her eyes at firſt tef- 
tified a total inſenſibility to every ſur- 
rounding. object; when, qur young! 
friend, affected at; ſeeing her- beloved 
mother in that afflicting ſtate, caught 
one of hex clay-cold hands, and;, preſ- 
ſing it to her, trembling lips, wept over 
it in all the agonies of deſpairing 
grief. | 1 5 


At that inſtant her ſuſpended, ſenſts 
reſumed their feat. 


8. My child ſaid ſhe, raiſing her 
languid eyes. Heayen, I thank 
« thee, fon this laſt indulgence! My 
« worthy friend too!“ 


My 


* 
\ 
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My father, at that moment, 3 
ted PetwWwyn. 


« ee z mother's bleſ- 
* ſing to them both!“ And, raiſing 
herſelf on her pillow, ſhe made a feeble: 


5 effort to join their hands; but, her 


ſtrength failing, ſhe faintly articula - 


« My- friend, to heaven and thee: 1 
«<,Jeaye the care of their: future happi- 


« neſs :” and, lifting. her dying eyes 
towards the throne of mercy, ſhe brea- 


thed her expiting ſighs on the baſom of 


her child}, who, on beholding her ſo 
near hen end, had ſunk ARID bed in 
— ſilent woe. 


For 


For ſome minutes we ſuffered her to 
indulge her grief; but, finding that it 
increaſed from the contemplation of its 
object, we endeavoured to draw her 


from the mournful ſcene; but it was 


not till gentle violence accompanied 
our arguments that we could prevail 

on her to quit the remains of a parent 

ſo tenderly beloved; a parent, who had 
never, in a ſingle inſtance of her life, 


oppoſed her inclinations, and even ſa- 
crificed her own moſt ſanguine . to 
a 956g her n 


The aflidtion of Miß Moſtyn was 
little leſs than that of Selina. In loſing 
Mrs. Maynard, ſhe beheld herſelf again 
the prey of fate, with nothing but a 

ſcanty 
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ſcanty. income, and © the wide world 
© before her; but I am very ill ac- 
quainted with the friendly ſentiments. 
of Selina towards her if ever ſhe wants 
an aſylum while ſhe has one to give 
her, though grief, at that diſtreſſing 
period, prevented her from _—_— 
ſuch a kind aſſurance. 

Our friend will veal a plentiful for- 
tune, and poſſeſſes a heart capable of 
diſpenſing it properly; nor (if I have 
any ſkill in developing the mind of 
man) will ſhe ever find her benevolent 
intentions thwarted by him whom ſhe - 
has made choice of to partake of it 
with her; for Petwyn appears to poſſeſs . 
all thoſe generous propenſions, which a 
your fortune alone enables us to diſplay, .. 

_— 


* 


. 
— OY 
CCS - 
2 = 
- 0s. A tet. — 
4 <> — — 
* - s „„ 


— —— U3— 


— 


40 THE: UV ARERY 


though a moderate one does not nn 
obſeure. He is, I am perſuaded, a de- 
ſerving young man, by the reſpect with 
which: he ever ſpeaks: of his mother and 
ſiſter: a good ſon, and a good brother, 
muſt ſurely make a good huſband. Is B 
he not alſo the diſtinguiſhed and boſom: | : | 
friend of my adored: Coſway ? that, ati | ; 
once, ſufficiently ſtamps his merit, E 
without eulogium; for, do the truly 
worthy ever 3 amity for the li- 
centious ? 
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In a day or two, my dear madam, 
you ſhalb hear from us again. We pro- 
poſe: ſtaying a few weeks at the Dale, 
imhopes to afford, by our ſociety, ſome 
little alleviation to the ſorrows of oun 
friend; but that of Petwyn we: truſt to 

moſt, 
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PHE QUARK BB 44 
moſt, though willing to acquire the me- | 
rit of it ourſel ves. He leaves us in a 
ſew days; but will ſtay no longer at 
the manor than to tranſact ſome buſineſs 
of . neceſſity for his mother, and then 
bring his ſiſter with him to inereaſe our - 
friendly group. | 


— — 


— 


My father laments a ſeparation, in + ml 
which, he fears, you experience ſome 
gloomy hours, depriyed of all the ſo- 
ciety moſt dear to you; but will haſten | 
his return as ſoon as he can be no | 
longer uſeful to our mourning friend, 
f who will, I hope, in a day or two, bee 
able to attend to an inveſtigation of her 
affairs. IF 


—— 


With 


1. 
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and duty 


8 


not leſs from being divided, I am, 


With unabating tenderneſs, 


- 


* 


AS 


* 
— 


ever, my dear madam, 


Your affectionate dau 


ter, 


gh 


O. COSWAY, 
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LETTER XXIV. 


THE SAME 


Ar. : * 


Dear madam, 


at the melancholy ceremony of 
our friend's interment, which was con- 
ducted according to the rules of her re- 


cuſtom, her ſorrowing daughter ap- 
peared at the funeral without any of 


all wore on the occaſion ; 3 but1 could 


plainly ſee it was a violence to her feel» 
ings 
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ESTERDAY we all were b , 


ligion; and, in compliance to the uſual 


thoſe exterior ſigns of mourning that we 


44 THE QUAKER: 

ings to wear a dreſs ſo ill adapted to the 
| ſincerity of her grief. But, though ſhe 
paid that tribute to cuſtom, immediate- 
ly on our return from the awful ſcene, 


the threw aſide the quaker's habit, and 


put on one more deſcriptive of a 
mourning heart, and has expreſſed her 
intention of wearing it the uſual time; 
when, I hope, the grief-worn counte- 
nance, which ſo truly correſponds with 
her fable dreſs, will have reſumed its 
cheerful ſmiles; and piety and reſigna- 
non, added to the happy profpect be- 
fore her, will have wiped away her 
_ | 


Her lover left us the day before her 
parent's funeral, He would not have 
gone ſo ſoon, but prudence pointed 
out the propriety of ſuch a ſtep; and 

the 


2 - 4g . 


HR AEN. 49 
che good, however reluctane, will not 
= refuſe ſuch ſacrifices as diſeretion 
W prompts. If he admired her before, 
how much more tranſcendently lovely 
will ſhe appear to him at his return; 
the native ſplendour of her complexion 


being heightened by her mournful habit, 


dad, like an April morn, fmiling through 

ber tears at his approach; for, well I 
know, her whole happineſs is placed in 
his affection; and the goods of this world 


| | would produce her no ſatisfaction, if it 


were not for the idea that her Petwyn 
will one day participate them with 
her. | 


My father will be the glad conveyan- 
cer of this. He is in haſte to leave the 
Dale, having looked into our friend's 
affairs, which required very little ad- 

Juſtment, | 


v1. QUAKER 
juſtment, as they were always kept in a [ 
ſtate of regularity during the life of 
their late reſpectable poſſeſſor. Mrs. 
Maynard has left her daughter ſole exe- 
cutrix; and, her huſband having died 
very rich, though he left no will, her 
poſſeſſions were very large, as the prin- 
cipal part of his fortune was in per- 
ſonals; and the real eſtate, of about 
three hundred a year, alone went to the 
next male heir. 
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- Miſs Maynard has, as I expected, 
aſſured Harriet of her undiminiſhed 
friendſhip and protection, ſo long as ſhe 
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chooſes to make her houſe an aſylum); 
and has alſo 'preſented her with five 
hundred pounds, as a ſmall recompenſe 
for her tender attentions to her- mother, 
But, though the tormer was accepted 
with 


1.2 

of 
Irs, 
xe- 


lied ſhe was conſcious Mrs. Maynard would 


her 
rin- 
per- 
)out 
the 


ted, 
ſhed 


3 ſhe 
um ; 

five 
Denſe 


ther, 


, | they had been particularly expreſſed. 


ru QUAKERY — 4} 
with- pleaſure, , the latter was declined 


| , with that delicacy which marks all her 


conduct. Selina, however, would accept 
of no denial ; inſiſting, that it was what 


have done, had it pleaſed heaven ito 
have permitted her the uſe of her reaſon 
long enough to have. teſtified. her wiſh- 
es ; every one of which, that ſhe could 


poſſibly ſuggeſt, ſhe declared ſhe ſhould 
think it as much her duty to fulfil as if 


Every ſervant has alſo experienced 
ſome mark of her generoſity ; and ele- 
gant rings are now making for all thoſe 
who have f the happineſs of being 
among her moſt. diſtinguiſhed friends, 


l of which our family and that of her lo- 
ver form the larger part ; and there are 


alſo - 


43 THE QUAKER: 
alfo ſeveral reſpectable people, of Mrs, 
Maynard's more intimate acquaintance, WM 
that will have a ſimilar compliment paid MW 
them ; Which, though unuſual amongſt ; 
thoſe of her religion, our dear Seling | 
flatters herſelf cannot be unacceptable, 


fince every proof of remembrance muſt 
be valuable to friendſhip. 


I believe we ſhall none of us weep, 
when Petwyn returns, unleſs it be for 
Joy 3 his fociety is too enlivening not to 
be generally miſſed. Even my Cofway 
greatly anticipates his return, who ha | | 
ſo often declared, and ftill declares, | 
that the converſation of his Octavia can 
fill up every void, and make the moſt 
gloomy deſert cheerful; and he had 
Even the audacity to declare, this 
morning, that he was as impatient for 

. the 


| .C 
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the arrival of Miſs Frey, as her bo- 
ther. 


oy Indra! Io cried I, affecting t to 9 
aiptehſedt « it is à pity, then, you 
© did not accompany him to Wheatly- 
% Manor,” 


I do not think ſo, my love,” ſm'- 
ling at the air of gravity I aſſumed ; 
« ſuch a ſtep would not have forwarded 
« thoſe wiſhes that urge me to be im- 
ce patient for his return, I flatter my- 


* 


ſelf, that the arrival of our friends 
ce will infuſe an air of cheerfulneſs 
<« through a manſion, which, at preſent, 


c 


La) 


is clouded with the gloomy veil of 
« ſorrow. Lucy is an amiable, lively, 
« girl; and her ſociety will, in ſome 
« degree, compenſate to Miſs May- 
> Tee Bk ©: e nard 
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fond of. I ſhould be ſorry to ſnatch 
my Octavia from Nottingham while 
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nard for the loſs of that ſhe is moſt 


her preſence is neceſſary to the hap- 
pineſs of her friend; but then I flat- 
ter myſelf it may be diſpenſed with, 
as I have ſome affairs to ſettle that re- 
quire my attendance in London, 
Beſides, I long to introduce my 
lovely bride to thoſe brilliant- circles 
in which ſhe is by nature formed to 


ſhine, You ſee, my love, I am not 


one of thoſe huſbands who fear that 


any man ſhould look upon their 
wife : on the contrary, I would have 


mine generally admired; for my 
confidence in her is too unbounded 


not to believe, that I ſhall be as 
much envied for her virtuous con- 
duct as for thoſe external charms 

ce which 


THE QUAKER, 51 


* which muſt ſo juſtly give her a claim | 
ce to general admiration.” þ 


Do you net imagine, my dear ma- 
dam, that this compliment ſmoothed . 
my brow? Indeed it did. I thanked © - 
the dear youth, with a tender embrace, 
for that good opinion I hope ever to 
merit; and he afterwards acquainted 
me, that his uncle is buſied in prepa- 
ring an elegant houſe, in Mancheſter- 
ſquare, for our reception, That wor- 
thy man intereſts himſelf ſo affec- 
tionately in whatever relates to the hap- 
pineſs of his beloved nephew, that I 
doubt not but we ſhall find every thing 
arranged as properly as if we were on 
the ſpot, | 


ea I muſt. 
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' 


I I muſt confeſs I ſhall with pleaſure | 
viſit a city of which I have heard fo 
much; but, though novelty may at 
firſt have charms, I am perſuaded the 


country will ever have, for me, at- 
tractions that can never be equalled in 
a buſtling metropolis. I ſhall paſs ſome 
months in the year in London, becauſe 
it is the wiſh of him whom it will be 


the ſtudy of my life to render happy ; 
but Matlock and Shenſtone-Grove will 
be the ſcenes in which I ſhall experience 
more ſerene delight than in any other 
ſpot in Europe; for none can afford 
ſuch pleaſure as that in which I have 
'been reared by the moſt tender-parents 
that ever child was bleſſed with, or one 
the vicinity of which will permit me to 

ſee them often. | 
I could 
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I could wiſh that our. dear Selina 
would accompany us to town; but it is 
a requeſt I cannot urge with propriety 


in ſuch early days of mourning, eſpe- 
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cially as ſhe is now circumſtanced in 
regard to Miſs Moſtyn, who would by FO, 
no means appear in London, and, if | 
left alone at the Dale at this dreary ſea- 

ſon of the year, muſt, of courſe, .be- 

come a prey to her own melancholy. re- 
flections, without the aid of ſodiety to 
remove them. Nor, I am convinced, 

would ſuch a propoſal be agreeable to- 
Petwyn; who, though he will not, af- 

ter our departure, (for prudence ſake,) 
remain an inmate of the family, yet, as 

his ſiſter will be there, he may, without 

any impropriety, be a frequent viſitor, 

till that time arrives in which he is per- 


oo mitted 
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mitted a claim ſtill more tender than 
that of lover. 


1 am ſurnmoned to the tea table. 
My Charles complains of my neglect; 


and, to appeaſe him, I have a ſtrong 
inclination to ſhew him my letter; but 


no, on ſecond thoughts, it would be 
| the introduction of a fooliſn cuſtom. 
However, as a proof I am not deficient 
in all the duties of a wife, I ſhall give 


the firſt of my obedience in concluding 
this with the blended affection of 


c. AND o. COSWAY. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXV, 
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N a few days, my dear madam, you 
may expect to ſee us. We propoſe 
paſſing a day with you in our way to 
the Grove, where we ſhall ſtay no 
longer than to prepare for our journey 
to the metropolis. | 


Miſs Petwyn has been with us a 
week; and, to deſcribe how much we 
are all pleaſed with her, I need only tell 


C 4 you, 


wo: | THE QUAKER, 
you, that ſhe poſſeſſes all the engaging | 
qualifications of her brother. 

Selina and ſhe will be ſiſters more 

than by alliance; they appear to be ſo 
by nature. I ſhall leave my ſweet 
friend with infinitely leſs regret than [ 
ſhould have done, did not the ſociety of 
this lively engaging girl promiſe to fill 
the void which our abſence will occa- 
fion, Lucy poſſeſſes an inexhauſtible 
fund of innocent vivacity ; her ſoft bo- 
ſom ſeems never yet to have felt either 
the influence of love or grief, but her 
life has hitherto glided on 


One pure unruffled ſtream of calm content. 


Such a companion cannot fail of 


helping to diſſipate that grief which 1s 
| yet 


. | 


ble 


her 


ger might believe habitual ; but, I flat- 


lover, and the ſociety of two ſuch 
agreeable friends as Harriet and Miſs 


Petwyn, will ſoon reſtore her to her na- 


but a pious reſignation to the will of 


ſooner, but were retarded by a fortu- 


ſtyled that does not greatly injure our- 
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yet too recent not to have ſtill very pow- 
erful traces on the features of Selina, 


and ſeems to have tinctured all her con- 


verſation with a ſcriouſneſs that 4 ſtran- | 


ter myſelf, the aſſiduities of a tender 


tive cheerfulneſs; though I am convin- 


ced, by my own feelings, that ſuch a 


loſs muſt be ſeverely felt, and nought 


Providence can enable her to endure it 
calmly. 


The Petwyns would have been here 


nate accident ; for-ſuch any one mult be 


is ſelves, 
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ſelves, and puts it in our power to alfſt 
others in extremity. That I allude to 
has ſomething in it too particular not 
to be worth relating. | 5 | 


They had taken chaiſe, and were 
got ſome miles from the Manor, when 
the axle-tree of the carriage gave way, 
and our travellers were very decently ' 
laid in the mire, (for it was a.croſs- 
country road ;) but happily received no 
other damage than their extreme fright 
and being comfortably beſpattered with 
dirt. 


They extricated themſelves as well as 
they could from the ſhattered vehicle, 
which could proceed no farther without 
repairs; and, fending one of the ſer- 
vants forward,. to the.next village, for 


another 


Jt 
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another carriage, they walked on, them- 


ſelves, to alittle hut in the road, think- 
ing they might have an opportunity of 
drying their clothes, if it afforded no 


refreſhment, which their fright, from 


the accident, rendered ſomewhat neceſ- 
ſary. | 


While purſuing their courſe thither, 
in the moſt dirty plight, a horſe appear- 


ed at a diſtance in the road, which, by 


the velocity of its flight, ſeemed to have 


run away with its rider, who, before the 
expiration of a minute, was thrown 
from his ſaddle, and, with his foot en- 
tangled in the ſtirrup, he muſt inevita- 
bly have met with that death which 
ſeemed to threaten him, had not Pet- 


wyn, with great humanity, and at the 


riſk of his own life, run forwards, and, 
C 6 oppoling 
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oppoſing himſelf againſt the furious 
beaſt, caught hold of the bridle, and 
ſtopped his ungovernable courſe, but 
not before the unfortunate gentleman 
had received ſeveral contuſions on his 
head, which for ſome yards had been 
dragged along the ground. 


It was with difficulty that Petwyn 


diſengaged him from the ſtirrup, as he 


appeared quite devoid of motion, and 
the impetuous beaſt could hardly be re- 


ſtrained; and, when releaſed, (at firſt 


his preſerver knew not whether from fear 
or injury, ) he could not articulate a 


word, but, ſinking on the ground, 


ſeemed to be breathing his expiring 
fighs. 


_ 
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At that inftant Lucy joined them. 
She had ſeen the horſe, on her brother's. 
quitting his hold, bound forwards with 
his former ſwiftneſs ; and then ventured 
to approach, in hopes of being uſeful 
in blending her humane attentions with 
thoſe of her brother, who was then 
kneeling on the ground by the unhappy 
ſtranger, endeavouring to bring him to 
a ſenſe of his ſafety, and praying hea- 
ven that he might prove to have been 


the happy inſtrument of preſerving him 
from death. EE, 


Miss Petwyn ſoon perceived that he 
had only fainted through fatigue; and, 
by the time the chaiſe they had ſent for 


had arrived, they had the ſatisfaction 


(with the aſſiſtance of volatiles) to ſee 
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him able to riſe, and, with their joint 


- ſupport, walk to the carriage, in which 


they ſeated him between them, and, 
when their luggage was adjuſted, pro- 
ceeded to the neareſt town, thinking 


they ſhould there be able to procure 


him what chirurgical relief his bruiſes 


might require. 


All this, like the good Samaritan, 
they performed without knowing whe- 
ther it was a peaſant or a lord they had 
relieved ; for his clothes, like their 
own, were ſo beſmeared with dirt, that 
it would have been hard to have diſco- 
vered of what they had originally been 
formed. 


In their way to D*, the ſtranger 
recovered himſelf * to inform 


them, 
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them, that he was a perſon of ſome pro- 
perty in a diſtant county, and was then . 
on a journey to the metropolis, attend- 
ed by his ſervant, who, juſt as the acci- 
dent happened, had been ſent back to 
fetch a ſmall packet which had been in- 
advertently left at the inn where they 
ſlept the preceding night. What ren- 
dered the ſudden impetuoſity of the 
horſe more wonderful was, that he had 


many years carried his maſter with the 


greateſt docility, nor had ever before 
diſcovered the leaſt propenſity to thoſe 


vicious tricks which many beaſts are 
ſubject to, 


There needed no inducement, to one 
of Petwyn's natural humanity, to ren- 
der the taſk of alleviating diſtreſs a' 


pleaſing one; but, in ſerving this gen- 


tleman, 


* 
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tleman, he declared he found peculiar | 
fatisfaftion, becauſe his name happened 
to be ſimilar to that of his beloved Seli- 


When they arrived at D***, they 
ſtopped at the firſt commodious inn; 
and, Mr. Maynard being immediately 
put to bed, they procured him all ne- 
ceſſary relief, and Miſs Petwyn kindly 
officiated as his nurſe. They deter- 
mined to delay the farther proſecution 
of their journey till they ſaw him in a 
fair way of doing well; and, in the 
mean time, a letter was diſpatched to 
his friend in town, acquainting him of 
What had happened, and deſiring that 
the ſervant, as ſoon as he arrived, 


might be ſent back to join his maſter at 
| *. 


10 


\ 
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In a few days they had the happineſs 
to ſee him ſo much recovered, that he 
was able to ſit up a great part of the 
day; and, from the cheerfulneſs he dif- 
covered, they had every reaſon to think 
he would ſoon be able to purſue his 
journey, as his bruiſes, though nume- 
rous, appeared only to be external ; and 
they propoſed to continue their's as ſoon 
as the arrival of his ſervant would per- 
mit them to think of leaving him, 
which they were unwilling to do entirely 
in the care of ſtrangers. 


At parting, Mr. Maynard preſented 
each of them with a trifling token of his 
acknowledgement; (Lucy's was a 
ſnuff-box of pearl mounted in gold; 
her brother's a valuable ſeal with an 
elegant 
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elegant fancy-device; ) and he requeſt. 
ed, at the ſame time, their addreſs, 
that he might have the pleaſure of 


ſometimes enquiring after the health of 
his deliyerers. 


Though the impatience of Petwyn 
to reach the ſpot which contained his 
treaſure, and the curioſity of Lucy to 
ſee her intended ſiſter, may well be 
conceived, yet they both declared, that 
they found themſelves ſo intereſted in 
the welfare of this gentleman, that it 
was with the greateſt pleaſure they de- 
| layed that ſatisfaction a few days longer, 
to render him thoſe benevolent ſervices 
which they had the happineſs to find fo 


x efficacious ; for, at the time they leſt 


him, they had every reaſon to hope he 
would ſoon be able to leave the inn 


without 
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without any inconveniences from his 
recent accident. | | 
How valuable are ſuch conſiderate 
and humane propenſions to benevo-. 
lence, at an age when youth is generally 
borne along by its paſſions, and prefers 
its own peculiar gratifications to other 
people's eaſe! I quite adore theſe 
young humaniſts for the ſelf · denial they 
practiſed on this occaſion, as it conveys 
the moſt ſtriking proofs of the good- 
neſs of their hearts F for, though there 
are many who delight in doing good, 
if the practice of humanity does not 
happen to claſh with their own particu- 
lar intereſt and ſatisfaction, yet there i 
are few who will yield the important in- | 
citements of love and curioſity to con- 
tribute to the alleviation of a ſtranger's 
troubles. 


: . — r. 
. oy 
p., "2994 24 a. _ 0 3 d 
2 r — 8 7 2 <a 
/ | . 1 2 haayy - We RY — — 3 — _—_ \ : 1 * 
ts. Toa . 5 r 4 — = wg * » t — 1 a 0 
. _ , POUR as: * A S 2 wy. 2 4 ' ny 
> — Iz b I g I { * N 2 1 N 
W 2 x4 as. * LP J 3 . wy” „ 
, — BS Q _ wy _ _ 
— 5 — 2 — os by 2 8 EN > — - — ” * — = — So 
* 7 g — — : — E — Sad 2 
” —— - * 2 rer 5 a TY e - 22 *** e rr 
0 . * r * * — — 8 2 
. n — — by 22222 ö - 2 8 
A — — . : 2 = — — — — 
0 = Py — 4 = — + „ te 1 — pe — — 
a — = 8 r - . — * — - — — edt vo - 
, x? -—— . Dx — Sr * —— . — - — 
f 
* 1 — — ͤ K— an 
— — x — 8 — RES n r — FI SIR — 
— A 
- 7 . — — "LM N. - T — 42 —— 
* < * Dzxc4 —_ LOT * Aer * 2 — — -L — — —— e 2 2 2 * 2 —— ang”. a5 
” — — a ” — — — > — <. a9; —_ — — * 
2 * N PI — — — Re * * — 6 — — => - 
— — — — 9 Le. ka - 2 0 2 4 — — ” = 
* * X27 — = —— — 2 3— — - — — — ———— — — 8 — * — * 
— ” — 4 . x — 2 ——— tw 4, . 2 
= — 3 K — * 2 > : (port 
— 2 


08 - THE QUAKER, 


r - 
rn N 
h — PI 


* 
— — — — 


5 
T7... * 4 
1 
1 
a 
2 11 * 
8 1 
er * 

q 14 4 
13 ., \ 
b. a L | 1 

Be » > 


— 1 


4 
3 2 * — as" _ "= 
2 Na — . — » ph + 8 
* P — — * 
» n = 
* » — 5 — 
4-2 _—_— — —— 3 3 * 
0 4 
——_—_ x Þ __ — : 
1 1 1 
- © gee rin 


of 3 TRE: 


troubles. Immediate aſſiſtance in dif. 
trgſs, and good wiſhes for the future, 
are what every one, bleſſed with any 
degree of feeling, will beſtow ; but a 


| continuation of good offices, when ſelf 


gratifications call for their preſence elſe- 


where, is what none but the moſt amia- 


ble and ſympathetic hearts will offer; 
and ſock, I ſhall ever perfuade myſelf, 


are heir s, and am doubly happy to 


think my Selina has a proſpect of being 
allied to a family as conſpicuous for its 
mental worth as its more fading beau- 


ties. , 


Adieu, my dear madam. By the 
time this reaches your hands, we ſhall 


be on our way to Matlock. All our 


party unite in reſpectful compliments, 
and 
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and with the affectionate regards of your 
ſon-in-law are blended thoſe of 


Your happy daughter, 


LETTER 
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of wounding your generous heart, ap- 
pointed to your Harriet. 


The happineſs of our amiable friend is 
clouded by an event the moſt unexpect- 
ed that you can poſſibly conceive. 
There now only remains the latter part 
of her prognoſtic- dream to be accom- 
pliſned; for the fates have already diſ- 
poſſeſſed her of thoſe ſplendid gifts ſne 
inherited in right of an indulgent mo- 
ther. | 


Some few mornings ago, ſhe was 
looking over the wardrobe of her de- 
ceaſed parent, and, among other 
things, had been ſorting ſome letters in 
an old India cabinet. One of the 
drawers, ſhe found, did not ſhut pro- 
perly; and, on taking it quite out to 

. ſee 
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ſee what impeded it, diſcovered a paper, 
which, by ſome means, had ſlipped be- 
tween the back of the cabinet and the 
drawer, and appeared to have been there 
for ſome years, as, by frequent preſſure, 
it lay ſo cloſe that i was much worn in 
the folds. Happy, for our dear Selina, 
had it been worn all over, ſo as to have 
been rendered unintelligible ! 


This bliſs-deſtroying paper proved to 
be a will of her late father, (who was 
ſuppoſed to have died without one.) 
By this will, Mrs. Maynard was leſt 
ſole executrix; but with the power only 
of giving her daughter one thouſand 
pounds, on the day of her marriage, 


unleſs ſhe married one who had been 
bred in her own perſuaſion; in which 
caſe, ſhe might beſtow on her what for- 
F tune 
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tune ſhe thought proper, and bequeath 
to her the remainder of her effects at 
her deceaſe; but, in failure of the 
above-mentioned condition, the 4 one 
| thouſand pounds before mentioned were 
all ſhe was to inherit, and the reſidue 
of Mrs. Maynard's poſſeſſions were to 
be aſſigned to the heir at law to the 


real eſtate, It was alſo particularly ſpe- 

cified,- that, if Selina were unmarried at 

the time of her mother's deceaſe, ſhe . 
ſhould, by her mother's laſt will, he 
bound down to the very ſame reſtric- 52 
tions. 


To this he added the moſt feryent 
wiſhes for the happineſs of his child, to 
eſtabliſh which, he declared, he was 
prompted to make the above condi- 
tions, well knowing that felicity is ſel- 

Vor, III. D dom 
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dom the lot of people who are united in 
heart and not in ſentiment; for, 


though the firſt years of his marriage 
had been undiſturbed, and Mrs. May- 
nard had in time affectionately embra- 
ced his faith, yet it was ſeldom, very 
ſeldom, that a difference of opinion, in 


matters of religion, did * produce an 


interruption of felicity. He therefore 
conjured his widow, as his laſt and moſt 
earneſt requeſt, early to point forth to 


their daughter the ill effects of forming | 
a a friendſhip for one of a different per- 
ſuaſion ; and, that no one might be 
induced to -tempt her to a deviation 
from his will, by the ſuppoſition of her 


poſſeſſing an affluent fortune, he deſi- 
red that it might be generally known, 
among her acquaintance, that ſhe 
- would never poſſeſs 1 it but on thoſe ex- 
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preſs conditions, which he hoped ſhe 


would be ſo educated as to be as much 


inclined to fulfil from inclination and 


duty as more intereſted motives. 


Much more was ſaid on the ſubject, : 
and withal inforced with the moſt ear- 


neſt and tender entreaties, to Mrs. May- 


nard, to ſee fully executed; and it is more 
than probable, had that good lady lived 


to have diſcovered a will that had ſo 


many years lain concealed by accident, 
her conflicts, between her duty to a de- 
ceaſed beloved huſband and tenderneſs 


to an amiable child, would have em- 


bittered, nay, perhaps ſhortened, her 
days. It is therefore happy that ſhe. 
reſts in peace. 


D 2 Reaſon 
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Reaſon and philoſophy will, I hope, 
ſupport Selina under this unexpected af- 
fliction, and direct her future conduct; 
but that, of ſeeing a parent conſtrained 
to treat her with unkindneſs, and op- 
poſe her inclination, would have been 
an evil too great for her tender nature to 
ſupport. 


Some people would have thought the 
evil not without redreſs, as no one 
| knew of this long-concealed will but 
Herſelf; but noble minds cannot: ſtoop 
to clandeſtine actions, even to preſerve 
their own felicity, Our friend could 
not; ſhe curſorily ran over the fatal pa- 
per, then flew down ſtairs to the room 
where we were all ſitting ; and, throw! 
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ing herſelf into a ſeat next her lo- 


ver's: 


« Ah! Petwyn,” cried ſhe in the 
moſt affecting accents, * thou- muſt 
ee forget me; I can never now be thine. 
« But, ſince the cruel deſtinies have ſo 


1. » | OD ® , 
« ordained it, I never will be ano- 


c 


* 


ther's!“ A flood of tears ſucceeded 
theſe words. 


Judge, my dear madam, of the ge- 
neral aſtoniſhment into which this ex- 
clamation threw us. All eyes were fix- 
ed upon her to read the cauſe of this 
ſudden determination, while thoſe of 
her lover were caſt down upon the 
ground, and he exhibited the moſt de- 
ſponding portrait it is poſlible to de- 
ſcribe, 1 


4 
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In a few minutes ſhe aſſumed ſuffi- 
. cient compoſure to acquaint us with the 
diſcovery ſhe' had made; and, giving 
the will to Petwyn, — © Read that,” 


cried ſhe, © and tell me if Iam not the 


ce moſt unfortunate woman breathing? 
« but even that ſhall not prevent me 
from fulfilling the laſt will of a pa- 
cc rent, If I cannot comply fully with 
ce the conditions, the perſon, whom 
« my father, in his zeal for my happi- 
ce neſs, has fixed on for his heir, 
« ſhall not be deprived of his right 
by any unfair advantages. Fortune 
« has now no charms for me, ſince 1 
« am prohibited from enjoying it with 
te the object whom my heart adores and 
© my better reaſon approves. Hence- 


* 


c 


forth I relinquiſh all claim to any 
| cc part 
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«© part of it but the thouſand pounds 
« allotted me. Five hundred of it al- 
« ready have I beſtowed where friend- 
« ſhip prompted ; with the remaining 
c five hundred, if Harriet and I conti- 


* 


ce nue to unite our intereſts, we may 
cc yet live decently, Nay, ſpeak not, 
te my friends,” (ſeeing us all going to 


oppoſe her romantic, yet honourable, 


determinations;) © my plan is fixed. 
« Petwyn, ceaſe to ſupplicate.” (He 
was on his knees before her.) * Of 
* my unalterable affection reſt aſſured; 
« but I will not bring a beggar to thy 
« arms. Of the ſincerity of my 
ce eſteem for thee thou oughteſt to be 
« aſſured, when thou beholdeſt me re- 
e linquiſh all that affluence to which I 
have been accuſtome % to convince 


* 


cc 


c 


A 


thee of how little eſtimation are for- 
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< tune's gifts unleſs thou couldſt partr- 
ec cipate them with me. After this de- 
_ termination, were I to continue in 

_ «© poſſeſſion of what I have hitherto en- 
Ml joyed in right of- my parents, thou 
«© mighteſt juſtly think I preferred my 
fortune to my love; as a proof I do 
* not, I immediately yield it where my 
ce father's will ordains. In point of 


c equity, I have no longer any claim to 
cc jt, It is true, I have not married 
© contrary to the conditions mentioned 
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e in the will; but nothing would pre- 
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« vent my doing ſo but the conſciouſ- 
« neſs of involving him I love in my 
ce misfortunes. To do and to intend a 
« à thing are literally the ſame. Cir- 
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te cumſtances reſtrain my conduct, but 
*« my wiſhes remain unalterable. In 
« mind 
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% mind I am thine: can this fortune; 


« then, be mine?” 


« Generous, noble-minded, girl!“ 


cried the afflicted lover, © how much 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 


cc 


do J applaud your ſentiments in re- 


ſpect to the reſignation of your poſ- 
ſeſſions! but why ſhould that be ac- 
companied with the reſignation of 
your happineſs, if (as you flatter me) 
it is centered in your Petwyn ? Is 
not your fortune a ſufficient ſacrifice, 
but you muſt alſo ſacrifice your love ? 
True, I am not burdened with the 
gifts of Plutus ; but I have yet a 
competency ſufficient to the happi- 
neſs of thoſe who make not gold 
their idol. Poſſeſſed only of my lit- 
tle patrimonial eſtate and the love of 
my Selina, I would not envy the fate 

Ds * os 
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ec 


32 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ec 


ce 


of monarchs. The plan of cecono- 
my, you have fixed on with Miſs 
Moſtyn, we will practiſe together; 
and content, more ſweet than the 
Epicure's richeſt cates, will render 
our little as inexhauſtible as the wi- 
dow's cruſe, fince all our felicity will 
be centered in each other.“ 


3 


ec Ah ! Petwyn, how pleaſing are 


thy arguments in the ears of lqve! 
how futile in thoſe of reaſon! Thou 
haſt taken only the bright ſide of the 


« proſpect, while it remains for me to 


2 


8 


paint the dark one. Love is a gay 
embelliſner; and, by the help of 
imagination, can illumine the moſt 
dreary ſcene. But there are yet more 


diſtant proſpects; and, to cull the 


bloſſoms of the former, ſhall we en- 
« counter 


cc 


cc- 
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counter the thorns of the latter? 
Oeconomiſts in theory make ſome- 


times indifferent ones in practice; 


beſides, ceconomy is not compatible 
with lovers; mutual indulgence is 
natural, or the wiſh to promote it, 
which, from reftraint, muſt produce 
unhappineſs; and, if not reſtrained 
in time, even the abridgement of the 
moſt reaſonable pleaſures muſt ſuc- 
ceed, and preſent gratifications be 
followed by future want. The idea 
of love and a cottage is often more 
pleaſing, to an infatuated imagina- 
tion, than the moſt ſplendid man- 
ſion ; but, to reliſh its charms, it is 
neceſſary we ſhould have been born 
to a cottage, or even the powerful 
charm of novelty cannot long re- 
commend it, I am convinced. I 
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© could be happy any where with thee, 
« if, by enjoying that felicity, I were 
i not the means of condemning thee to 
* 1 ſphere far too circumſcribed for thy 
c merit. While ſingle, the paths of 


« adyancement are every where open to 


« youth; when married, they general- 
* ly cloſe, and nothing remains but to 
« ſit down contented in whatever ſphere 


e they then happen to move. A little 
e income becomes leſs by participa- 
© tion. Matrimony and its attendant 
cc expences (conſequently attendant 
ce cares) deſpoil the hymeneal bower of 
, all its roſes. The miſt vaniſhes. from 
<« before thoſe eyes which experience 
ce has rendered clear "= and, though 
ce there may yet remain ſufficient affec- 
« tion to reſtrain the mental uneaſineſs 
(which.cach muſt ſuffer) from beco- 
| ce ming 
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ming an open violater of repoſe, yet | 


will its internal gnawings impercepti- 
bly undermine it; and, when too 
late; both lament the fatal weakneſs 
into which their inconſiderate paſſion 
has hurried them, 


« Carry the praſpect ſtill farther. 
Behold a growing family, (perhaps a 
numerous one,) without any ſource 
from which to draw their future pro- 
viſion in life, and, from the narrow- 
neſs of their parents' income, depri- 
ved of thoſe advantages of education 
which might enable them to find a 
ſource within themſelves. 


« Here will 1 ſtop. Imagination 
cannot paint a more gloomy portrait, 
yet my reaſon tells me there cannot 


« be. 
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cc 


cc 
cc 
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A 


c 
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A 
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* 


art, and ever muſt be, to my heart, 


be a more juſt one, of an union ſuch 
as our's would be under our preſent 
circumſtances. Yes, one queſtion |] 
muſt add. Tell me, Petwyn, if, in 
thy moſt reflecting hours, before the 
image of the unfortunate Selina 


Maynard | awakened thy affections, 
vouldſt thou have formed an idea of 


taking a wife without a fortune? 
nay, would not ſuch a conduct, even 
in any of thy friends, have excited 
thy pity for their imprudence, and, 
in the eyes of diſcretion, their folly | 
have been evident? Dear as tho 


yet my affection does not render me 
blind to the painful conſequences of 
ſuch an inauſpicious marriage. The 
pleadings of love are ſtrong ; but 
the whiſperings of reaſon plead 3 

| cc loudly. 


te 


87 
londly. Henceforth we muſt be 
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« friends; and what ſo horrid. in the 


cc 


idea? We may ſee each other; thy 
happineſs will ever be dear to me, 
and the conſciouſneſs of its being ſo 
ought to eſtabliſh it. Friendſhip has 
its joys as well as love; and a con- 
duct that is dictated by reaſon, how» 
ever painful at firſt, will, in time, 
become far leſs ſo. 


« am ſenſible I might avoid the ſa- 
crifice I am going to make, as no 
one but the preſent company is yet 
acquainted with a will that places 
ſuch an invincible barrier to an union 
on. which all my hopes of happineſs 
were placed ; but, becauſe the deſti- 


nies are cruel, ſhall I be unjuſt ? 


No; though this will was never wit- 
e neſſed 
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te neſſed by any but the writer, 1 look 
upon it quite as binding as if execu- 
10 ted according to the ſtricteſt forms of 
ce law; and my heart, while wounded 
“by its contents, tells me I ought as 
ce religiouſly to adhere to them.“ 


e Rigid virtue ! ” exclaims Petwyn, 


no longer able to contain his emotions, 
« that prompts us to embrace unhappi- 
« neſs! It ſhould be the province of 
« yice only to render its wvotaries 
« wretched. Alas! what have I done 
« to deſerve this diſappointment ? 
« And you, my amiable Selina, why 
ce has heaven deſtined you to this cruel 
« proof of your duty, while it has 
« formed you with a heart ſuſceptible 
« of thoſe impreſſions that render the 
85 prey of it ſo deſtructive of your 

ce felicity ? 


cc 
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felicity ? But I muſt ſubmit; I ſee | 


too plainly my fate is ſealed. Howe- 


ver, let me on my knees intreat not 


to be made the inſtrument of your 
unhappineſs. The arguments you 
have offered, to convince me of the 
indiſcretion of an union under our 
unhappy circumſtances, have their 
full weight with me, for they are too 


« juſt to be oppoſed, Never till now 


cc 
ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
cc 
ec 
cc 
ce 


cc 


did I curſe the niggardlineſs of for- 
tune, 1n ordaining me to ſuch a ſcan- 
ty pittance; but why ſhould even 
this cruel ſtroke prompt you to ſacri- 
fice your poſſeſſions ? is it not enough 
to ſacrifice your felicity? It muſt 
not be, indeed, my Selina; I can- 
not ſuffer you to attempt an act that 
all the world muſt deem an a& of 
madneſs, Far from all my ſoul 
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© of doing good is too valuable a poſ- 


the violence of her emotions, (while 
Miſs Petwyn and myſelf were moved 


« holds dear, I will endeavour to find 
« ſome alleviation to my ſorrows in 
« thinking that my abſence will in 
« time reſtore me to ſerenity, Conti- 
« nue to live, as you have hitherto 
done, bleſſing, and bleſſed by, all 
cc around you. If wealth produces us 
* no perſonal ſatisfaction, the pleaſure 


* 
La) 


c ſcſſion to be reſigned merely from a 


« pique at the cruel diſpenſations of 
* Providence.” 


te It is in vain,” replied Miſs May- 
nard, with a voice almoſt ſtifled with 


beyond expreſſion at the affecting 
ſcene,) © to plead againſt a plan which 
© no arguments, however powerful, 

ever 
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ce ever can diſſuade me from. Had the 
« power of doing good been deſigned 
© me as a perpetual bleſſing, it would 
e not have been accompanied by ſuch a 
« cruel prohibition. In future I tranſ- 
« fer it to another. Were I to retain 
« it, after knowing the conditions, I 
e ſhould look upon it. as a bribe to re- 
a —_— the object of my love.” 


Had you, my dear Mrs. Coſway, 
been witneſs to the various arguments 
which were offered by theſe amiable lo- 
vers: thoſe of Selina to ſhew her con- 
tempt of affluence unſhared by the ob- 
ject of her affection, and thoſe of Pet- 
wyn to prevail on her not to ſpurn thoſe 
gifts to which ſhe had a natural right, 
averring that he ſhould ever be miſera- 
ble to know himſelf the ſource of ſuch | 


a ſacrifice : 
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a ſacrifice: you would not have known 
which to have admired moſt, but pity 
for both would have abſorbed your 
foul. 


Selina continued reſolute ; nor could 
all the plaints and tears of the kneeling 
ſuppliant make any impreſſion but thoſe 
of the tendereſt ſorrow on her afflicted 
heart. Her determination, ſhe proteſt. 
ed, was as unalterable as her love, and 
that ſhe would cheriſh till time ſhould 
be no more. © Yet never ſhall even 
« that,” ſaid ſhe with energy, © prompt 
cc me to involve the object of it in my 
ce misfortunes, or wound his heart by 
te thinking that the world has aught to 
cc offer me valuable enough for me to 
ce accept as a compenſation for the loſs 
ec of him.” 

In 
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In vain we all united our intreaties, 
endeavouring to perſuade her that there 
was an eſſential difference between being 
bribed to an act contrary to the inclina- 
tion and retaining what was already her 


own. But all was in vain; and I will 


acknowledge, that her. ſtability, inſtead 
of paining, would have charmed me, 
had it not been for the affliction I knew 
it muſt convey to her lover, and his ſiſ- 
ter, whoſe tender diſpoſition renders her 
a warm participater of his woes; for I 
cannot ſufficiently -admire a conduct, 
that my heart approves, though I might 
not, perhaps, under ſimilar circum- 
ſtances, have the heroiſm ſtrictly fo imi- 
tate it; for the pleadings of a beloved 
object would, I fear, be more effectual 
than thoſe of reaſon, aided by all the 
bugbears 
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bugbears of futurity which prudence 
could conjure up. 


Never more ſhall we again meet at 


Caſtle. Mie; but our noble-minded 
friend, though ſhe quits the manſion in 
which ſhe has paſſed the happy days of 


youth, is yet too warmly attached to 


the place of her nativity to deſert it 
wholly. We are looking out for ſome 
ſnug little houſe, in the environs of the 
town, more adapted to the narrow 
ſphere in which ſhe in future means to 
move, and have already furniſhed it, in 
idea, quite in the cottage-ſtyle. All 


the noble furniture at the Dale is to re- 


main in fatu quo; not a moyeable will 
ſhe take with her but her own and her 
parent's wardrobe, with ſome trifling 


pieces of plate ſhe has been accuſtomed 


to 
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to look upon as her own from child- 


hood. Nay, ſhe has even had ſome ſe- 
vere conflicts, between equity and m 
clination, before ſhe could reſolve to 


look upon as her property the rich India 
cabinets in which the wearables of her 
deceaſed parent have been always kept; 
but thoſe too-delicate. ſcruples I have, 
by reaſonings, conquered, as I am 
convinced ſhe ſets a higher eſtimation on 
them than any other part of the furni- 
ture; yet, much as ſhe values them for 
the ſake of their late revered owner, 


this dear. romantic girl declares, ſhe 


would not take even their contents, 


but that ſhe could not bear to ſee what 


has been the peculiar property of a be- 
loved parent toſſed over by the rude 
hand of ſtrangers, by whom they would 
probably be looked upon with indiffe- 


rence, 
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rence, while, to her, the minuteſt arti- 
cle is ineſtimable, from the ſole reflec. 
tion of its once being her's. 


She has written to the heir at law, 


| (whom, it ſeems, ſhe has never ſeen, 
| but whoſe addreſs, from ſome letters ſhe 


has found among her writings, ſhe is 
well acquainted with.) In her letter ſhe 
acquaints him of her intended reſigna- 
tion; declaring that, from certain con- 
ditions in her father's will, ſhe is inca- 
pacitated from enjoying his effects 
which, in caſe of failure, devolve to 
him; and, without the ſlighteſt hint of 
her motives, (which, in point of deli- 
cacy, ſhe has omitted, ) deſires he vill 
repair immediately to NF**#*###* to take 


poſſeſſion, as ſhe is impatient to retire to 


a little 


— 
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a a letl retreat more __ to her cir- 
cumſtances. 


„ heaven has beſtowed on the perſon Mr. 


Maynard appointed as his proviſional 
J ſucceſſor, (nor, probably, did he know I 
$ himſelf ;) but, I am convinced, if he 
0 poſſeſſes not a ſoul devoid of ſentiment, 
. he cannot, when he comes to be ac- 
+4 quainted with the motives of this vo- 
1 luntary reſignation, prevail on himſelf 
s, to become inferior, in point of genero-/ 
to ſity, to her who treats with ſuch indif- 
4 ference that wealth which cannot make 
1. her happy; but twenty thouſand 
vill pounds in ſpecie, and valuables, to a 
* conſiderable amount, are gifts few 
_ would be able to refuſe; and, ſhould he 
tle happen. to be ſo noble-minded a being, 


I know not what kind of diſpoſition | 
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it is 2 doubt with me, whether the ſcru- 
pulous and conſcientious delicacy of 


our friend would permit her to profit 
by his generolity. | 


| e 0 our preparative 
plans, for quitting this delightful abode, 


with a countenance expreſſive of the 
deepeſt ſorrow, yet, ſeeing her reſol- 


ved, offers not to oppoſe them; but 1 


fear it will be long ere he can bring him- 


ſelf to think of her Platonic ſcheme 
with that degree of compoſure which 
the dear girl herſelf endeavours to aſ- 
ſume; a ſerenity, alas! I greatly fear, 
that plays only on the features, while 
her heart is in private a prey to the ſe- 


vereſt diſcontent, and, from being con- 


ſtrained, is more prejudicial to her 
e health | 


% 
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health than the ſtrongeſt ſigns of eurer. 
nal grieb 


Lucy weeps ſeven morn to eve. A 
worthy and juſtly- beloved brother, pre- 
eipitated from the heights of bliſs to the 
loweſt abyſs of miſery, is an event that 
muſt long damp her happineſs; and, 


though he ceaſes to ſupplicate for him- 
felf, ſhe becomes a ſuppliant for him, 
and aims, by the moſt eloquent perſua- 
ſion, to divert Selina from her purpoſe, 
and induce her to ſhare his little with 
him. But, while Miſs Maynard preſs 
ſes her to her boſom, and calls her her 
dear ſiſter, a title ſhe declares ſhe will 
never yield, yet ſhe declares as firmly, 
that nothing ſhall deter her from the 
proſecution of a plan conſtrued more 
to promote his felicity than her own; 

E 2 and, 
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and, inſtead of attempting to oppoſe i it, 
conjures the afflicted Luey, if ſhe ya- | 


lues her brother's happineſs, to employ 


all her eloquence i in perſuading him of 


its propriety, and ſoothe him, by. every 
argument, to that ſerenity of mind 


which has been ſo cruelly interrupt- 


ed. 


- 


In complaifance to her Selina, Lucy 


undertakes the arduous taſk. A faint. 
ſmile illumines his dejected features at 


the ardour with which ſhe eſpouſes a 
cauſe in which her heart cannot ac- 


quieſce. For ſome moments he liſtens 


calmly to her well meant reaſoning; 
then, recollecting his hopeleſs ſituation, 
breaks into an agony of paſſion, accu- 


ſes fate with bitterneſs, and prays for to- 


tal annihilation, or a e reſtoration 
of 


int 
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of thoſe delightful proſpects which this 


vnexpected event has ſo fatally * 
ed. 


This, my dear madam, is the gloo- 
my ſcene this once- happy manſion pre- 
ſents. Petwyn this morning received a 
letter, acquainting him that his pre- 
ſence is neceſſary in town, on ſome bu- 
ſineſs relative to a law-ſuit. He can 
neither go nor ſtay ; ; but that duty and 
reſpect, he has ever ſhewn his mother, 


will ſoon bring him to a determination. 


Lucy has written to Mrs. Perwyn an ac- 


count of this unerpected interruption 
to her brother $ happy proſpects, an 

trembles for, the effect of fuch a difap- 
pointment pe a mind fo tenderly attach- 


ed to her children' $ happineſs. She 


leaves us, in a few days, to conſole her 


E 3 Parent; 


PRE 


4 ® 


* 
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An interruption. Preſently I will 
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reſume my pen. 
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we are ſettled in our propoſed re- 


treat. 


Aer bot eh th 


u Petwyn had 


18 ti 


he metropo- 


reſolved on h 


is journey to t 


icted lover in a 


You will ſee this 


few days; he ſets off to 


Iis. 


| 


recom- 


2 
3. 
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Comfort him, dear madam 


- 


mend to him that patience and reſigna- 
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When misfortunes are inevitable, it 
is the beſt argument we can uſe; before 
they are ſo, perhaps the worſt, as it pre- 
vents a proper exertion towards avoid- 


ing them. 


Mr. Lutwidge knows nothing of 
theſe unhappy revolutions at the Dale. 
Our ſweet friend, who beſore, all timidity, 


would not venture on the moſt trifling 


arrangement without his advice, has de- 
clined conſulting him on this. important 
one. Perſuaded he would condemn 
this romantic reſignation of her for- 
tune, ſhe will not expoſe herſelf to his 
arguments, which, on every other ſub- 
ject, ſhe declares ſhe ſhould look upon 
as her ſureſt guide to propriety ; but, 
conſcious that on this they would be in- 
E 4 effectual, 
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effectual, ſhe i is willing to ſpare tin the 
mortification of being refuſed, and her- 
ſelf of being condemned for an act 
which both her reaſon and heart ap- 
prove, though, in the eyes of the un- 
prejudiced, it may probably appear an 
act of madneſs. 
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How happy ſhould I be, were it poſ- 
fible to be the inviſible bearer of this! 
Jo embrace my dear Mrs.  Coſway, 
wing my way to Pall-Mall, and ſteal 
one glance at my deluded parent, 
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though a tranſient, would be an inex- 
preſſible, ſatisfaction; but to know that 
he is well, that he is V. is all ! 
- ſhould deſire. | 


I would not exchange the ſerene de-// 
lights of friendſhip and retirement for 
| al 
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all" the pleaſures with which the world 
of gaiety abounds. It could now have 
no attractions; nay, it never had but 
one; and that one, alas! is loſt, for 
ever loft, to the ill-fated Harriet! and 
bow loſt is a ſecret, I fear, it will never 
be permitted me to unravel, Ah! can 
I doubt the ſource ?' all but that I could 
have forgiven her, But ſhall I preſume 
to repine, who have before me ſuch a 
pattern of patible virtues ? no, the paſt 
muſt be forgotten in contemplation of 
the preſent. Heaven has deprived me 
of a lover, but it has raiſed me friends: 
ſhall I abuſe the gift by fruitleſs and ill- 
timed plaints, and throw a gloom over 
thoſe hearts whom it ſhould be my duty 
to enliven? forbid it, gratitude! — 
Hence ! all ſelfiſh ideas: to pour the 
balm of conſolation into the boſom of 
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hope my dear Mrs. Coſway will believe, 
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LETTER XXVIL _ 


MRS COSWAY 
T O 
MISS MAYNAR DU. 
Mancheſter-Square. 
Deareſt Selina, | 


which Harriet writes.to me of, and 

our friend's dejected countenance. too 

fully confirms, is really come to paſs? 

; Dear romantic, yet noble - minded, 


girl! though 1 lament the cauſe, I can- 
not ſufficiently applaud. your ſpirit; 
but, though you ſpurn that wealth you 
can enjoy but from the ſacrifice of your 

"Ns happineſs, 
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| happineſs, I cannot conſent that you 
| thould bury yourſelf ; in a ſituation ſo ill 
adapted to your generous ſentiments, ſo 
little calculated to diſperſe that gloom 
which recent misfortunes muſt naturally 
throw over your heart. Come, and 
repoſe your griefs on the boſom of your 
Octavia; ; and, by a moderate participa- 
tion of thoſe pleaſures which court our 


acceptance, let vs chaſe away preſent 
ſorrows, and look forward to happier 
proſpects. To Harriet I know ſuch an 
invitation would be uſeleſs, or ſhe 
would be included in it; but, though 
- prohibited ' from accompanying you to 
London, ſhe is not confined to Not- 
tingham, and her ſociety would be a 
treaſure to my mother. Thus, by a 
compliance with my requeſt, the hap- 
pineſs of two families, whom you 

eſteem, 
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THE ARE. 109 
eſteem, would be conſiderably enhan- 


ced. What argument more perſuaſive 
can I offer to one who reckons the plea- 
ſures of friendſhip among her firſt en- 
joyments? Yes, I have one till more 


powerful: the felicity of a lover who | 


adores you; who pines not ſo much for 
his diſappointment as the misfortunes to 


which his ill-fated paſſion has condemn= 


ed you; and never can recover his ſere- 


nity while conſcious that he has been 


the fatal inſtrument of depriving: you of 
happineſs, and conducting you to a 
ſphere of life ſo unworthy of your me- 


rit. The loſs of your heart could only 


be to him a greater affliction than what 
he already labours under from your in- 
tended ſacrifice. How do I ſympathiſe 
in his unhappineſs! Perſonal ſuffer- 
ings are trivial, compared to that of in- 


- volving. 
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volving a beloved object in our trou- 
bles. Selina, ſelf-baniſhed from the 

Eden of her youth, wanting all thoſe 
luxuries in which ſhe has been accul- 
tomed to be indulged, muſt always 
be preſent to his fancy, and the 
ghoſt of your departed ſplendour ever 
Baunting his imagination, accuſing him 
.continually as * anderer of your 

peace. 
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If you will not adept the fyſtem of 
Jove and a cottage, permit the hand of 
friendſhip-to ſtrew ſome flowers in your 
path, till time and the intereſt of 
friends have transformed the cottage in- 
-to a manſion more deſerving your ac- 
ceptance. Our good uncle, who i 

happy -only in-proportion as he contri- 


Toms to the happineſs of .others, has 
much 
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much intereſt at court, and undertakes 
io be the builder. AR 


A genteel appointment under g0+ 
vernment, added to the little income 
our friend already poſſeſſes, will, I 
hope, ſoon læave no room for pecuniary 
“ My Petwyn a eourt- dependent! 
you cry; © cringing, for thoſe favours 
« he would not be condemned to ſuc 
“ for but on my account! I cannot 
e bear it.” Theſe, I know, will be 
your ſentiments; but do not, my Seli- 
na, carry your ideas of independence 
too far, It is as poſſible to err from ex- 
ceſs of delicacy as from the want” of it. 

Becauſe fate preſents us not happineſs 
juſtin the form we wiſh it, ſhall we re- 
ſuſe 
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fuſe it in the ſhape it offers ? Believe 
me, there is nothing ſo horrid; in the 
ſpecies of dependence propoſed, as to 
ſhock the niceſt ſcrupuliſt. © Vour lover 
will not become the fawning ſycophant 
of proud men in office to attain this ad- 
dition to his fortune; nor, when at- 
tained, will it conſtrain him to ſacrifice 


his integrity and that exalted ſenſe of 
honour which now renders him the ad- 
miration of his friends. He will, 
merely through the extenſive intereſt of 
Shenſtone, (if the ſucceſs of his appli- 
cation is anſwerable to our expecta- 
tions, ). enjoy a lucrative place un- 
der government, without being con- 
ſtrained to proſtitute his ſentiments, or 
ſacrifice much of that time, in his at- 
tendanee on the miniſter, which his in- 
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clinations would lead him to paſs in do- 
meſtie happineſs. 


We have already communicated our 
plan for the re- eſtabliſnment of his feli- 


city; but, though it is natural for the 


drowning even to catch at twigs, he 


dares not take hold of our branch of 


conſolation and approaching hope, till 
your approbation has permitted him to 


look forward to the proſpect we have 


opened. 


Such a plan, ſhould it ſucceed, 


(and, till it does, all our wiſhes center 
only in the power of diverting your gloo- 


my thoughts by friendſhip and ſociety,) | 
will not in the leaſt interfere with your 
natural love of retirement. The envi- 
rons of London afford ſome delightful 

ſpots 5 
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1144 _THE QUAKER, 
ſpots ; though not ſo romantic as your 
favourite rocks, yet diverſified with all 
"the luxuriant beauties of ſportive nas 
ture; and, from their vicinity to the 
. metropolis, they have this advantage 
over more diſtant parts, that you may 
interſperſe the pleaſures of rural life 
with the innocent gaieties of the town, 
and, by a conſtant ſucceſſion of rational 
- amuſements, find not a chaſm in time, 
or a fingle moment hang heavy on your 
e | 


— 3 e 1 
E . 
. — - — —— — 
* — — — 
» * 


ar — 
- 2 31 
N Ve e 4 3 — —— 

». — 5 
n 
e | 5 
— — — 1 
— * 2 
* 


” *\ * — 


* LON A hy 
— 2 n os : N 
d > So * 
— Ss 
9 * » * N * 
5 3 
= "I Oy * 9 at 
ä — 
— — 8 FIT © "0 
ra * _— 
-* wg YL 
—. — 
——ũ̃— — 2 ñ ̃ ̃ ꝙ— 


3 
wi 
— Os i - - 


You are an admirer of dramatic per- 
ſormances, I know, though hitherto 
_ precluded from being a ſpectator of 
them. Here they are to be enjoyed to 
perfection's height. To weep with 
Siddons is a luxury no feeling heart 
would willingly forego; and to ſmile, 

or 
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or even laugh, with Abington, is not 


unworthy Wiſdom's ſelf, nay, even f 
the Graces, though a certain noble lord 
has endeavoured to banifth laughter, by 
attaching to it ſuch an idea of vulga - 
riſm, that riſibility cannot now be indule 
ged without an evident offence againſt 


good breeding; and that attention to 


the meurs he reconunends even more 
ſtrongly than the virtues ; but, which is 


a ſtudy maſt worthy, a little hare of 


diſcernment, I think, Luffices to deter · 
mine. | ; 


In compliance with the wiſhes of 
him, whoſe deſires to pracure me happi- 


nefs and amuſement are as unlimited as 


his affe&ion, I have once viſited every 
place of public entertainment; but I 
mult confeſs 1 can find none, but the 

| 1 
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theatres, worthy the admiration of a ras. 


tional mind, or where we can ſpend 
bur time with any hopes of improve- 


| ment, which, 1 think, ſhould be the 


chief am of all | public repreſenta- 
tions. 
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* niaſtuerade appears to me, of all 
others,” the moſt irrational ſpecies of 
| amuſement. It i is a confuſed aſſem- 
blage of people, who, as on the day of 
Pentecoft, all converſe in other tongues, 
and, under the ſanction of a maſk, ut - 


ter a thouſand follies and impertinences 


they would be aſhamed'to utter without 
dne! What ſatisfaction they can de- 


rive, from paying an extravagant ſum 
for ſuch a licence to folly and abſurdity, 


is beyond my ſagacity to diſcover. 
TY vitiated mind may find a Pleaſure 
nt ” 
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in it, becauſe it gives a larger ſcope to 
their licentious diſpoſition; but, the 
amiable and good, what attractions can 
it have for them? merely becauſe it is 


the faſhion, But the ſway of faſhion 8 | 


will, I think, never be ſo predominant 
over my conduct, as to reconcile me to 
mix with ſuch company, out of my own 
houſe, as I would be aſhamed to admit 
into it. Yet ſo it is with the votaries of 
dimpation. The titled and the unti- 
tled, women of charaQter and women of 
no character at all, men of fortune and 
ſharpers, the lettered and the unletter- 
ed, peers and plebeians, are all 4 
minately jumbled together; ald every 
one, who has money to procure a ticket | 
and a maſk, are admitted, without diſ- 
tinction, to this temple of folly and i in- | 
temperance ; ; which, to innocence and 


beauty, | 
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beauty, muſt, I am convinced, abound 


with as many dangers as thoſe which 
beſieged the heart of Telemachus i in the 


* CIs iſles, 


After this avowal of my | ſentiments, 


you will believe that ! do not intend to 
become a frequent viſitor of the Pantheon's 


ſplendid round: once for curioſity; 
once more, perhaps, to confirm me in 
my averſion to an amuſement that has 
nothing rational to recommend it. 
Give me thoſe pleaſures which reaſon 
muſt approve, and which loſe not their 
luſtre election. Such are thoſe we 
experience in ſeeing a well - performed 
tragedy, calculated to awaken every 
flumbering virtue; but I was ever an 
enthuſiaſtic admirer of Mel pomene z 
nor have the beauties of Thalia, when 

modeſtly 
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modeſtly delineated, fewer charms. 
The theatres, therefore, bid fair to. be- 
come, with me, formidable rivals to 
every other place of public amuſe - 
ment, | 


| Come, my dear Selina, and partici- 
pate in the happineſs of your friends. 
Gladden the heart of your deſponding 
lover, by permitting him to hope for 
the future attainment of that felicity 
which at preſent is denied him; and, 
by yielding your approbation to our 
plan, aid him to conquer thoſe difficul- 
ties which now oppoſe your union, 
which he will never have reſolutidn to 
attempt while depreſſed with the idea of 


the joyleſs ſtate to which his love has 
doomed you. 


> 


your propoſed retreat, Harriet will, I 


tions withhold her from aiming to pro- 


that ſincerity of friendſhip, that inva- 


leave her no room to regret her ſituation 
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we ſhall return to Shenſtone-Grove ; 
early in the ſpring. You will there re- 


join Miſs Moſtyn; and, if your abode 


with us becomes unpleaſin g to yourſelf, 
it will then be time enough to think of 


know, enforce my perſuaſions ; ; ſheis 
too amiable to let any ſelfiſh conſidera- 


mote the happineſs. of her friend, In 
the ſociety of my mother, if ſhe does 
not find ſufficient felicity to compenſate 
for the loſs of your's, yet ſhe will find all 


riable amability of diſpoſition, that will 


with Mrs. Lutwidge, who has already 
been taught to love her from deſcrip- 
tion. . 
The 


py. (which my tender parent avers ſhe 
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The little apartment J uſed to oceu- 


eannot paſs. without a ſigh) will again 


reſume its cheerful aſpect ; and a 


youthful companion, though it. is not her 


Octavia, will reſtore to her thoſe ſatis= _ 


factions, of which, by my abſence, ſhe 
mult have been greatly deprived. 


I ſhall. not enjoy perfect ſerenity till 1 
have the happineſs of learning that each 
of you is preparing for your reſpective 


journies. This arrangement is earneſtly 
wiſhed for by us all; love and friend- 


ſnip unite in courting you to compli- 


ance, and a refuſal would throw a — 


ral damp upon our ſpirits. 


Vol. III. F Aſſure 
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My dear Selina's 
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eſteem this 
ieve me, wW 
of which a 


Aſſure Harriet of my unalterable 
friendſhip, as a proof of which I hope 
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LETTER XXVII. 


MISS ee 


T 0 


u N . e o T9. 


EJ OI CE with me, dear madam ! 
our beloved friend will not be un- 
happy. Fate, leſs cruel in its decrees 
than he who gave her birth, is about to 
reſtore her poſſeſſions through a channel 
ſhe little expected. 


I had, by the moſt perſuaſive argu- 
ments, at length prevailed on her to 
accept your friendly invitation; and my 
Joy, to find them ſucceſsful, was blend- 

= ed 
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ed with the warmeſt gratitude to heaven 
for the rich gift of two ſuch ineſtimable 
friends as Mrs. Coſway and Miſs May- 
nard. | 

We were in aftual preparation for 
our departure from this place, in which, 
ſince the fatal diſcovery of her father's 
will, Selina has merely looked upon 
herſelf as a tenant ; and waited only for 
the arrival of her ſucceſſor to put our 
deſign in execution, | 


The day before yeſterday, a poſt- chaiſe 
ſtopped at the gate; and out ſtepped 
(or rather was lifted) a middle-aged 
gentleman, apparently-labouring under 
ſome lingering diſeaſe, and with all the 
ſigns of approaching diſſolution depi@- 
ed in his languid countenance, While 


we 


i 
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we were wondering what could bring 
this extraordinary viſitor, unleſs he took 
the houſe for that of a phyſician, he was 
uſhered by Mary into the breakfaſt- 


parlour; and, deſiring to ſee Miſs 


Maynard, accoſted her wich a familiari- 
ty that quite ſurpriſed us, 

« You ſee before you, madam,” ſaid 
he, “ a man verging apace towards 
« eternity, and who has accuſtomed 
ce himſelf to meet death without a ter- 
« ror. My days have not been many, 
ee but, till within theſe few months, 


have been ſerene, becauſe unclouded 


e with thoſe various turns of fortune, 
« that elate ſome part of the world, 


« and depreſs others. The refined | 
* joys of friendſhip, the purer plea- 
« ſures of love, and the exquiſite 
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t glowings of gratitude, were fenti- 


« ments I was totally unacquainted 
« with: in a word, I exiſted in a neu- 
e tral ſtate of happineſs, firmly perſua- 
c ded, that in a comfortable inde- 
« pendence were included all the bleſ- 
« ſings of like. As to the mmual 
« good offices, which attach mankind 


A 


* to each other, and form the bonds of 


* ſociety, it made no part of my felici- 
« ty, I would not knowingly have 
« done any one an injury; nor, at 
< the expence of my own ſatisfaction, 
« do I believe I ſhould have exerted 
« myſelf to have done them good, I 
lived for myſelf, and ſuppoſed that 
tc every other perſon did the ſame. 


La) 


c 


« An accident, ' that happened to me 
« {ome time fince, and which will 
« ſhortly 
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te ſhortly put a period to my exiſtence, 


© convinced me of my error, and open- 
de ed to my view joys of which before I 


te had not the leaſt conception. Too 
te late I diſcovered, that the reflections, 


« ariſing from having done no injury : 


© to mankind, were productive of very 
« inferior ſatisfaction to thoſe of ha- 
eving contributed to their wel- 


(“c fare, 


« The heavenly diſpoſition of thoſe, 
« whom Providence ſent to reſcue me 
« from a premature and ſhocking 


te death, ſhewed me I had been defi- 
« cient in every Chriſtian virtue, and 


te inſpired me with ſentiments I had ne- 
ce ver before experienced. 
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< Should 1 have done fo, thought 
I, without knowing whether I ſhould 
ever be repaid ? No; but the plea- 
ſure, expreſſed in their countenance, 
ſhews me that the practice of huma- 
nity is its own recompenſe; and, 
ſhould heaven ſee fit to ſpare. my life, 
it ſhall henceforth be devoted tothofe 
noble purpoſes in which I have hi- 

therto been very deficient. | 


From theſe arniable young people 


I learned the duties of humanity; 


from you, Miſs Maynard, I have ac- 
quired the niceſt ideas of honour; 
alas ! to little purpoſe, ſince I have 
but a ſhort time to enjoy theſe new- 
born ſentiments! but a little, pro- 


perly made uſe -of, may attone for a 
« large 
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« large portion that has been miſ- 
« ſpent. 


ce You ſee before you the man ap- 
« pointed as your ſucceſſor to that for- Wh 
te tune you ſo nobly contemn. After 
ce receiving your extraordinary letter, 
te even the weakened ſtate of my | 
| « health could not deter me from the 
. « reſolution of ſeeing a young lady, 


« who, from a conſcientious ſcruple, 


„%%% = — 


© could calmly. give up the affluence to 
© « which ſhe had been accuſtomed, 
e when, from a ſuppreſſion of the will 
« and its evnditions, ſhe might have 
« enjoyed it uninterruptedly through 
« life. It appeared tome a phænome- 
« non of honour rarely exhibited in ei- 


cc 


ther ſex, but more particularly in that 
F 5 Which 


* 
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ct 


cc 


cc 


A 


cc 


c 


* 5 


cc 


ec 


which fo generally i is infatuated with 


vanity and ſplendour, 


* The acquiſition of fuch a treaſure 
would, fome time fince, have been 
the greateſt additton to my happi- 
neſs ; nor, reſtrained by any feruples 
of delicacy, ſhould I have refuſed the 
proffered poffeſſions, merely con- 
tenting myſelf with being a favourite 
of fortune, no matter at whoſe ex- 
pence I became ſo. But, in my hu- 
manized ſtate of mind, I ſaw the af- 
fair in a different point of view. 
Had it happened in ſome former day, 
I ſhould have fent my ſteward to take 
poſſeſſion of the effects, nor troubled 
myſelf to enquire from what motives 
you reſigned them before claimed, 
But my ideas were changed; honour 

b cc and 


ed 
ves 
ed, 
our 
and 


cc 
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and -benevolence had uſurped the 
throne of intereſt, and to confer a fa- 
vour appeared to me a greater flea- 
ſure than to receive it. 


2 ain for my journey, FIR 


mined, if my ſtrength permitted me, 
to pay you a vilit, and learn your 
reaſons for this extraordinary reſigna- 
tion. I recollected that Wheatly- 


Manor was not far out of my way, 


and reſolved to take it in my road, 
that I might have once more the ſa- 
tisfaction of embracing the humane 
young people by whoſe attentions my 
thread of life had been extend- 
ed,” 


« Then my Lucy and her brother 


were the perſons ſent by kind Provi- 
F 6 « dence 
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« dence to thy relief!” interrupted So- 
ling, breathleſs with her emotions. 


© They were indeed, madam. Mr. 
Petwyn was not at home on my arri- 
« yal at the Manor ; but his ſiſter re- 
ce ceived me with that benignity of 
* countenance that ſpeaks ſo forcibly 
* the goodneſs of her heart; yet, on 
ce finding the weak condition to which 
« was reduced, from ſome internal 
"M hurt that occaſions a continual ſpit- 
e ting of blood, ſhe condemned me 
« greatly for coming out at ſuch an in- 
«© clement ſeaſon, when the reſtoration 

« of my health ſhould have been my 


«© Only care, | a 


* 


« When I acquainted her with the 
« extraordinary buſineſs that drew me 
| FN „ out, 


a- 


ut, 
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« out, and, taking your letter from my 
« pocket, preſented it to her for peruſal: 


« '© Gracious heaven! cried ſhe, 


« lifting up her hands in admiration, 
« © how inſcrutable are the ways of 
« Providence! My Selina, then, 1 
« hope, will yet be -happy. Oh! fir, 


« did you know that lovely, noble- 


* minded, young lady, you would 
* adore her; but, alas ! all her beau- 
« ty, all her merit, does not — 
te her from unhappineſs. 


« Miſs Maynard is your friend, 
« then! How fortunate I called here! 


* You can perhaps inform me by what. 


« motives ſhe is actuated to a conduct, 
ce that excites my aſtoniſhment while it 
" claums my admiration,” - SITES! 5 
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- +: WY An Eclairciſſement then f enſued. 


FT 
* a  _ a 


Lad 
a 


- 


Miſs Petwyn painted her brother's ' 
paſſion, and the merit of its object, 
in the moſt lively colours; colours, 
that, I am convinced, are genuine, 


though drawn by the partial hand of 


friendſhip and affection; and, while 
he lamented: the diſcovery that ob- 
ſcured his happy proſpects, owned 
that your conduct on the occaſion had 
heightened her eſteem; and, though 
fate denied her at preſent the ſatis- 
faction of ſuch a ſiſter, in that en- 
dearing light ſhe ſhould ever think of 
Miſs Maynard, till totally precluded 
from all hopes of her becoming ſo. 
She then acquainted. me with your 
intended plan of retirement, and the 


« perſuaſions which had been made uſe 


« of 


, cc 
b ec 
» ce 
4 ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


« 


cc 


cc 


cc 


«c 
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of to divert you from it ; and that, 
conſtrained to relinquiſh his hopes of 


preſent happineſs, her brother was 
then in London attending the event 


te of a tedious law-ſuit ; but no change 
« of ſcene, or length of time, ſhe was 
cc conſcious, would ever reſtore him to 
« tranquillity, whilethe idea of having 


deſtroyed your's aroſe momentarily 
to his mind, 


« After this account of our converſa- 
tion, you will perceive, my dear 

young lady, that there was nothing 
for me to learn ; but there was much 
for me to do. My leaſe of life is al- 
moſt out; and my heirs have not 
thoſe ties of gratitude which I have to 
attach them to your intereſt, While 


«the power of communicating happi- 


<« neſs 
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4 


c 


* 


i. 
A 


neſs is allowed me, let me kaſi to 


« enjoy it. 


« To ſatisfy y your delicacy, I accept 
of your poſſeſſions, — to beſtow them 
on your lover,—a gift too little for the 


* ſervice he has rendered me; and, to 
make it more worthy his acceptance, 
'I will, at my death, divide between 
him and his ſiſter all I poſſeſs beſides. 


If, after this, you prefer your plan of 


retirement, I have no arguments 
more weighty to plead againſt it; 
but, I am of opinion, there need ve- 
ry few to perſuade you to accept of 
proffered happineſs, when no breach 
either of your - honour or your duty 
will enſue. But, leſt the power of 


conferring it ſhould not long be 


moe, let me intreat that you will 


ce ſend 
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« ſend immetliately for your lawyer; 
« and, when the deeds are executed, 


« we may at leiſure «diſcuſs the 


« reſt,” 


The gratitude of our Jovely friend can 
only be conceived by knowing the felicity 


ſhe received from this-generous declara-. 


tion; nor did mine fall far ſhort of 
her's; but there was no time for its 


heart- felt effuſion. Mr. I.. was ſent 


for, and the propoſed transfer ratified 
according to the proper forms of law; 
after which we prevailed on Mr. May- 
nard to take ſome refreſhment, and veſt 
himſelf from the fatigue of his journey; 
for, what with that and an unuſual exer- 
tion of ſpirits, he appeared ſo very 


much exhauſted and ov. -ome, that we 
trembled left this generous action, from 
the 


— 


the emotions it excited, ſhould preciph. 
tate an event, which, from his decli. 
ning ſtate, we have too much cauſe to 
fear is not very far diſtant. 


THE QUAKER, 


Wiſhing to ſoften the laſt moments of 
a life, the remains of which have been 
devoted to the eſtabliſhment of her 
happineſs, Miſs Maynard has employed 
all her eloquence in prevailing on the 
poor gentleman to continue at the Dale, 
till either a happy change in his health, 
or weather leſs inj urious to his weaken- 
ed conftitution, admits of travelling 
with more (eaſe; and the ſatisfaction 

he experiences, in her ſoothing atten- 
tions, has not left him the power to re- 
fuſe, 
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This generous friend is with us then, 
and, moſt probably, will never leave 
us till conveyed to his laſt awful home; 
for, ſorry am I to ſay, there is little 
hope of a recovery. To amuſe or al- 


leviate is all that is in our power; to re- 
lieve, alas | is not permitted us. 


Selina has written to her lover, and 


e, to Miſs Petwyn alſo. Both, I hope, 
b, by this time, are on their way to Not- 
n- tingham ; for the ſociety of his amiable 
ng deliverers will, I doubt not, be as 
on ſoothing to our poor invalid as to us, 
No who have never ceaſed lamenting the 
re- loſs of it. ü 


You ſee, my dear madam, there is 
now little proſpect of a neceſſity for 
changing. 
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changing my ſituation at preſent, as 
Miſs Maynard declares ſhe cannot think 
of parting with me till after ſhe has re- 
ſigned all title to that name. When 

fuch a happy event has taken place, I 
ſhall, with pleafure, accept the aſylum 
your friendſhip offers me; and it will 
be the firſt ſatisfaction of my life to 
amuſe the hours of your worthy parent, 


though it never can be in my power to 
compenſate for thoſe ſatisfactions ſhe has 
been deprived of, in loſing the ſociety 
of. a daughter, to whom the title of 
friend will ever be deemed the higheſt 
diſtinction that can poſſibly be beſtowed 
on. the grateful 


HARRIET Mos TVN. 
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LETTER XXX. 


1 N N e War 
1 0 


MI S 83 MOSTY N. 


| Mancheſter-Square. 


M 


than a repetition of thoſe ſincere 


profeſſions of ftiendſhip and good wiſh- 


es that muſt ever be the genuine dictates 
of a heart on which time or diſtance 


can work no change; profeſſions, 
which my preſent ſituation will not, for 


ſome 


„ Theſe letters were omitted, as immaterial 


in the chain of the hiſtory. 


Y * laſt letter afforded little more 


tf 
bit + 
10 
7 
N 
"i. 
11. 
1 q 
lll - 
: 
: 
7 ſ 
: * 
4 * 
ww 
ity 
oo 
WW 
4 
i 
1 | 
* 
11 
: | 
| 
| 
[ 
it; 
' KY 
1 
TY 
118 
15 
{ 4 
: q 
1 


— 
—— — 


= — 


— —— 
3 


— 


3 — * 


— — 


2 % 
1 Ms 
* r vt MY HTS. 
* 5 3 — ng _ 9 2 
NT ITY os * n n —_— =, — 
— . 3 tay * pe — * 22 - — I-48 5 0 * 8 
4 . — ns os * 5 
—— a3 . K Pee — 5 5 2 
— . n * 3 £ 2 SY — * " ba 7 1 
5 bs "20 3 1] r n Jun) . ern * a N 2 
; * 5 12 — — " 
- & = — = 
. . ” ” . * 4 
: — — - — 2 - 


RY REI 
Ds >. *. 


— q a * 
ES 8 
—— n 
— is . * _ > = 
EY CO II EMMA 
- 4 * 8 
412 — „ - . — 
. : * 1 
AMP — F TOY 
ww 6 * * W 8 
.. i DE 
# 8 A. bh — 2 4 
5 = fra” 3 4 % 2 


* 
3 
93 38 


A f N e W _ 3 — 
FBC 44 * g 4 RES). N 2 1 > 2 * * 
5 PINS * 2282 > RY es AA. ay 7 . 7 a * ＋ * 4 
_——— — MD — — — - GAIT Pies e * * D — 
* p ED 2 CESS az c * CT I 2 
— —— 2 — « — — —— 
N 8 © — = — 2 * — 


2 


7·4 s 
72 2 1 
r 


* 4 4 — 2 12 2 — 
——B . 0 oe EE 
— * — . — I it 
q 


"Ag Fog WP — 
* * 


2 * ——— < ec * 
— - —_— rope - « 
GE aged Ex AI JR 5 — 
— K 
WP 
— — — 


— DAT 


* 


$ - l * 
17 ﬀ * 
2 4 
* "3h 
2 
- 22 
„ P 
* I ; 


142 THE Ak. 


ſome time, permit me to make in per- 
ſon, as my dear Charles (who intereſts 
himſelf in the minuteſt article that re- 
lates to my happineſs and ſafety) will 
not hear of our leaving London till after 
a certain dreaded event ; but, to con- 
ſole mie for the deprivation of embracing 
my friends, will accompany me to the 
Dale as ſoon as my health is ſufficiently 
re-eſtabliſhed to admit of travel- 
ling. 


The moſt tender of parents, though 
nothing could before reconcile her to 
the idea of a journey to the metropolis, 
could not think of leaving her Octavia 
to the care of ftrangers 1 in the hour of 


danger, and has written to acquaint me 


that ſhe propoſes being with us the be- 


Sinning of next month. You may 
Judge, 
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judge, my dear Harriet, how happy 
this letter has made me! for, though 
her preſence, at that-awful period, was 
the wiſh neareſt my heart, it was a wiſh 
] forbore to expreſs from her known 


averſion to London; but there are. cer= 


tain circumſtances in life, that, if they 
do not alter our inclinations, prevail on 
us to ſacrifice them when the happineſs 
of thoſe deareſt to us is their ob- 
ze, 


When the marriage of our Selina 
takes place, which, I imagine, will 
not be ſoon, (unleſs the wiſhes of a dy- 
ing friend, to behold their happineſs ere | 
he cloſes the ſcene of life, ſhould pre- 
yail on them to wave the ceremony of 
ſtaying till after his deceaſe,) my deat 
mother bids me aſſure you ſhe ſhall be 


happy 
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nion, Harriet, that her happineſs, on 
- the ſubject of your ſociety, will be of 


4.4 


y 


6 3; Sa I am 1 


Mort continuance; for, as no novels, 
they ay; are complete without a wed- 


ding, the ſuale of your's waits only for 


your ſecond introduction to a certain 
agreeable baronet to be. accompliſh- 


12 


« A certain baronet! you cry; 
« why you talk in parables, Octavia.“ 
Allowed, Harriet; but I. will, unravel 
them if you will have patience, About 
a week. ſince, we dined. at Sir Walter 
Baatle's, an agreeable family, to which 


we were introduced, by Petwyn, who 


mill lives. in that amity with Sir Walter 
that ſubſiſted between them whea, they 
were: fellow-ſtudents, 


After 


TME:'QUAKER,' - Ig 


6 2142 14471 14 : 1 f $$ 
After dinner, I obſerved the atten« 


tion of his ſiſters inceſſantly directed 
"2 towards the door, as if expecting (every 
. time it opened) the entrẽe of ſome inte- 
* reſting object. At length, with her 
1 accuſtomed gaiety, Charlotte exclaim- 
„A 

e When, when, brother, will this 
ai « yara avis make his appearance? my 


e curioſity by far outſtrips my pa- 
« tience, and the latter is very near 


—— — 


- 
8 — 


* 


* exhauſted. You muſt kngw, my 
« dear Mrs. Coſway,” 3 to me,) 


e we have, all this day, anticipated the 
e arrival of a diſtant relation of our's, 
« whom we (that is, Mary and my- 
« ſelf) have never ſeen, and whom Sir 
© Walter deſcribes as a model of hu- 

Vol. III, G | « man 
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E man perfection 3 but the poor mor- 
tal; it ſeems, was unfortunate in a 
& firſt attachment, and has fince almoſt 


« forſworn the ſociety of our ſex; love, 


« at leaſt, they fay, has ſince formed 


© no part of his amuſement; and, af- 


& ter being abroad, for almoſt twelve ä 


months, among the lovely Pariſiennes 
and bella fignioras, he has returned 
& with juſt as much indifference for the 
« ſex as he ſet out with. Now, if ſuch 
<« an irreſiſtible being as my brother de- 
ce ſcribes him, do not you think it 
« would be a meritorious action to at- 
ce tempt to awaken his lumbering ſenſi- 
« bility? for it is a ſhame, ſo few as 


< there are, that a charming mortal 


ce ſhould be loſt to fociety and happi- 
cc neſs,” N 


« Why, 


TA avaſt. wy 


* Why, yes, Miſs Bootle, 1 think 
* it would indeed be meritorious, 
& could you inſure the experiment from 
* becoming dangerous to yourſelf; bur 
ce it is not impoſſible, that, in attempt- 
te ing to awaken his dormant paſſions, 
*« your own may take the alarm.“ 

ce A ſhrewd remark, I proteſt,” cries 
Sir Walter. What anſwer do you 
© make to that, Charlotte ?” 


« Why, aye, as Mrs, Coſway ſays, 
ee that is a rock I was not aware of, till 
ce her ſagacity pointed it out. But, 
« the more danger, the more ho- 


«© nour,” 


G 2 = 


148 "THE QUAKER, 

| At that moment the door opened; 
and a graceful figure, in deep mourn- 
ing, preſented himſelf before us. 


My expected friend, Sir Philip 
cc Weſtcombe, ' ſaid the baronet, and 
introduced him to us ſeparately. 


« Weſtcombe, Weſtcombe,” thought 
I ; (does not your heart thrill at the 
ſound, Harriet ?) and I preſently recol- 
lected that it was the name of your 
truant lover; yet, at that time, I had 
not the moſt diſtant ſuggeſtion of its 
being really he. 


He was polite to all ; talked like a 
Chatham on every ſubject that was in- 
troduced, and diſcovered the moſt con- 


verſible | 
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verſible talents, till Charlotte unthink- 
ingly began to talk of a young lady who 

had that day gone off with her father's 
clerk. In an inſtant the fine bloom for- 
ſook his cheeks ; a ſtifled ſigh beſpoke 
his agitation and, riſing from his ſeat, 
he recollected an engagement of conſe- 
quence at ſeven, promiſed ſoon to re- 
peat his viſit, and immediately took his 
leave, to the no ſmall mortification of all 
the company. | 


« Ah! heavens,” ſays Miſs Mary, 
ee how could you be ſo thoughtleſs, ſiſ- 
« ter? do not you remember that pru- - 
dent French adage, 2u'il-ne faut pas 
et parler de corde dans la maiſon d'un 
te pendu? For my part, I trembled 
« when you firſt opened your lips. It 


« ig Cruel to probe wounds ſo recently 
G3 6 healed. 


re = 
„ 
r 


EEE Tg, ² ů̈wdꝛ. . 


160%ĩr7ð THE QUAKER» 

« healed. This is indeed awakening 
« Sir. Philip's ſenſibility with A vit- 
e neſs l“ 


« am ſorry, indeed,” replied Char- 
lotte, © for the blunder; but I had 
te really quite forgotten that the ſtory 


© bare an affinity to his own melancholy 


ce tale, which ſeems to be ſtill very 
« freſh upon his memory, by the emo» 
ce tions he diſcovered. 


% am very ſorry,” repeated ſhe 
again; „ the more, as it is a blunder 
for which I cannat apologize without 
« increaſing the pain I have already gi- 


„ ven him. Really it is an elegant 


« mortal; I cannot think how any 
« woman could have ſo little taſte. as to 
6 let. 
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« let a plebeian wretch of a clerk ſup- 
« plant him in her affections. | 


I will tell you how it was, Mrs. 
« Coſway.” (This was what I want- 
ed, my dear; for I found myſelf very 
much intereſted it learning the baro- 
net's ſtory.) About two years ago, 
« when Sir Philip was only Mr. Weſt 
e combe, he was introduced, by ſome 
young acquaintance, to the houſe of 
ce a rich merchant in the city, who had 
« not long married his ſecond wife, a 
ce girl about eighteen, though himſelf, 


c at that time, was near ſixty; a very 
ce eligible foil to the gay young fellows 
« who fluttered round his table, and 

« ſeemed emulous to do him honour, 
t or, rather, to have put an additional 
| G4 “ ſyllable 
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ce ſyllable to, the little honour he 


( 


« 
c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


had. 


Mrs. Moſtyn,” (my ſuſpicions, 
then, Harriet, were confirmed, ) in- 
ſtead of diſcouraging the giddy 
throng, as ſhe certainly ought to 
have done, was never ſo happy as in 


a croud; and the old gentleman, if 
report ſay. true, became ſoon of no 


farther. conſequence, in the eyes of 
this modern wife, than as ſhe looked 


upon him a convenient cloak to her 
amour s. | 


« It was the faſhion to admire her; 
and Weſtcombe, among the reſt, 
was not backward in paying the tri- 
bute which a pretty: face generally 
extorts from the gallant and youthful, 

« but, 


ce 
cc 


cc 
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but, whatever advances the lady 
made, had no thoughts of entering 


into mere ſoft engagements. 


_« Juſt at the time when Mrs. Moſ- 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
| cc 
cc 


cc 


tyn was inthe zenith of her conquer- 
ing reign, her huſband (as if fate 


employed him to oppoſe a rival) 


cc 


brought home a daughter by his for- | 


© mer marriage, who as much eclipſe 
her arrogant ſtep-mother in beauty as 
© ſhe apparently did in virtue and all 


the genuine graces of the mind. 


| For a ſhort time, they appeared toge- 
ther in her parties; but, jealous of 


Harriet's riſing conſequence among 
the male part of her viſitors, with 


accompliſhments that would have 


graced a court, the poor young lady 
was condemned immediately to the 


G 5 « nurſery ; 
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cc 


40 


ec 


46 


cc 


cc 


cc 


E 


cc 


66 


cc 


cc. 


cc 


nurſery; and, whenever enquired 
c for among her brilliant circles, indiſ- 


poſition afforded, the beſt excuſe for 
abſence. 


« It was then that Weſtcombe learn- 
ed the true ſituation of his heart; the 


abſence of Miſs Moſtyn ſpoke more 
forcibly to its feelings than her. pre- 


© ſence had done before. He ſoon 
found that her indiſpoſition was 


merely the pretext of a libertine wo- 
man, jealous of ſuperiority; and he 
determined to procure an interview, 
and diſcloſe a paſſion as honourable 
as ſincere. | 


ce With ſome difficulty he attained: 


that ſatisfaction; and, by the conſent 


cc 


of the young lady, who owned a ſi- 
« milar 
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te milar prepoſſeſſion in his favour, he 
« ſoon made the moſt generous propo- 
ce ſals to her father; but, as Mrs. Moſ- 
« tyn was (as on all oecaſions) conſult- 
< ed before his anſwer, it may be ſup- 
« poſed his propoſals were not accept- 
ee ed. | 


«© Notwrthſtanding this difappoint= 
«© ment to their hopes, they, for ſome 
« time, maintained a ſecret” correſ- 
% pondence; and, impoſſible” as the 
« accompliſhment of their wiſhes at 
cc 


that time appeared, continued to 
«. yow eternal fidelity to each other. 


In ſome of her letters, the young 
lady had acquainted him with a diſa- 
« greeable propolal of marriage, that 


c 


A 


te had been concerted by her mother- in- 
GGG 
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cc law, to which ſhe vowed never to 
e liſten, and averred that no force on 
c earth ſhould conſtrain her to accept 


* 


<- of any hand but his. 
| e Who, then, would have ſuſpected 
FP her fidelity? when, lo! all on a 
ö e ſudden, ſhe diſcontinued writing; 
i  «, and, from that time, he could never 
* account for her. ſilence, till it was 


« explained, a few months afterwards, 
« by her ſudden inviſibility ; and, as 
© one of her father's moſt menial clerks 
« diſappeared, at the ſame time, with a 
conſiderable ſum of money, it was 


-_ 


c 


4. 


4 


La) 


ſuppoſed they went off together, and 
te it has ſince been reported that they 
are gone to Ireland. 


© This 
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This cruel diſappointment to his 


cc 


ec 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


-_- 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ch 
ce 


cc 


cc 


affections, aggravated by the conſi- 


deration of the indiſcretion of their 
object, ſo affected the young gentle- 
man, that his emotions were ſueceed- 
ed by a violent fever, which confined 


him for ſome weeks, but at length 


yielded ta medicine and a conſtitution 
leſs weak than his paſſions; but, 
though he recovered his health, the 
depreſſion of his ſpirits ſtill remain- 
ed ; and, when judged to be in a 


© ſufficient ſtate of convaleſcence to 


venture abroad, he determined to vi- 
ſit other countries, in hopes to reco- 
ver that ſerenity he had loſt in this; 
and, it is ſaid, ſet out on his travels 
thoroughly diſguſted with all our ſex; 
which contempt, if we may judge by 

| « a 


tel THE QUAKER, | 


te a letter he not long ſince wrote to my 


c brother, rather increaſed than dimi- 


tt niſned during his tour to the conti- 
de nent; or, if he does not contemn, 
« heat leaſt looks with indifference on, 


. © the moſt: lovely face, determined, I 


« ſuppoſe, to venture his heart no more 


«ona coaſt where he has once been 


ce . + 5 


The agreeable manner, in which 
Miſs Bootle related the baronet's ſtory, 
would have much amuſed me, h 
not been for my indignation to 5 
the principal party concerned in it had 
been ſo vilely traduced; and, without 
conſidering that eoncealment was ſtill 


your object, indeed, my dear Harriet, 


I was within a hair's breadth of diſco- 
vering your ſecret ; but, though recol- 
lection 
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lection prevented my imprudence, it 
did not prevent my ſtanding forth a 
champion in your, cauſe; and; with the 
moſt. deſerved and uncontroulable in- 
vecti ves againſt your vile ſtep- mother, 1 
averred the whole report of your elope- 
ment to be a falſity planned to ſerve 
ſome ſiniſter end, adding my wiſhes, 
that an expoſure of her perfidy and in- 
fidelity to your father might one day be 
the reward of her cruel and infamous con- 
duct, both to him and you. That 
« Miſs Moſtyn is perfectly innocent of 
« the accuſation alleged againſt her, la- 
4 dies, I am convinced, though, for 
« ſome. particular reaſons, not permit- 
ce ted: to prove it at preſent; but, had 
%, ſhe been guilty of the faux pas attri- 
«. buted to her, what greater impru- 

« dence would ſhe have been guilty of, 
| =" 
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WY 


« But it 1s ſtrange ſhe has never been 


ce in taking one clerk out of her father's. 
© counting-houſe by choice, than in 


4 accepting another they would have bo 
&« forced her to marry ? but, fortunate- b 
e ly, the. is reſerved for a better fate ; 
than either, and, purified in the fur- 5 


« nace of affliction, her innocence and 
c virtue will, I truſt, hereafter ſhine 
5 forth more bright than ever.” | 


« You know her, then, madam. Is 
« it poſſible ſhe can have been ſo vilely 
* traduced without foundation? What 
« has not Mrs. Moſtyn to anſwer for! 


© heard of ſince, I declare I am re- 
« joiced to think of it; for, though, 


« in the gaiety of my heart, I averred 
c an intention of ſetting my cap at the 


« baronet, it _ would give me infinitely” 
„ more 
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« more ſatisfaction to ſee him reſtored 
e to his long-loſt happineſs by means 
« ſo much more ſatisfactory than a 
« new-born paſſion, and to a phyſician 
« {© ſkilled in the nature of his diſeaſe I 


* ſhould moſt willingly a the raſk 
7 of healing.” 


is this little ſpecimen of Miſs Boo- 
tle's manner, you may perceive, that, 
though volatile, ſhe is of an amiable 
diſpoſition and that alone is ſufficient 
to diveſt you of any fears of rivalſhip, 
even were your ſwain inelined to conſole 
himſelf, which at preſent there is little 
danger of, if we may judge of his heart 
by external appearances; for the traces 
of unhappineſs are ſtill as viſible, on his 
manly countenance, as if produced 
from ſome recent cauſe; and to the 

| death 


will, I am perſuaded, won give way, 
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death of Sir William it cannot be attri- 


buted, as they never lived in that har- 
mony which brothers are expected to 
do, owing, as I am told, to the liber- 


tine diſpoſition of the elder,” who, con- 


temning that goodneſs of heart he had 


not power to imitate, treated Mr. Weſt. 
combe in the moſt brutal manner. 
| . 


Lon fee, my dean Harriet, the perſe- 


cutions of virtue are but for a time; 


your's, I flatter myſelf, are near a ter- 
mination. A bright (though it may 
perhaps be 2 diſtant) proſpect opens to 
your view; and the few dark ſhades, 
which yet obſcure your happineſs, now, 
that the principal one may be removed 
by the conviction of your innocence, 


and 
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and perpetual ſunſhine enliven the future 
ſcene. 

We mean to cultivate the ac- 
quaintance of Sir Philip, and ſhall 
unite our efforts to detain him in his na- 
tive clime, which he yet ſeems bent on 
quitting for ſome years to come, 

I am, interrupted by ſome company. 
In a day or twa you ſhall. hear again 
from | 


Your 


QOTAVIA.L 


[ 
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LETTER XXX, 


THE SAME 
city: 
THE 8 2 M k. 
IJ E have already twice met Sir 
Philip in Portland-Place, and 


once have been favoured with his com- 
pany at a private party of our own. 


LF 


— 


We begin to be upon the moſt amica- 
ble terms. He even does not ſcruple to 
ſpeak of the cauſe of his dejection be- 
fore us; and, in conjunction with the 
lively Charlotte, I have endeavoured to 
convince him, that all the joys of life 


- are not confined to other countries. 


l * 8 


ce 


60 
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cc 


c 


40 
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He ſighs, ſhakes his head, acknow- 
ledges the obſervation to be juſt, but 
adds, © thoſe of every country are flect- 
cc ing.“ | . 


c One would think,” cries Miſs 
Bootle, “ that Sir Philip was a de- 
« ſcendant of Solomon, not many ge- 
“ nerations removed, by the ſagacity 
ee he ſhews in diſcovering, ſo early in 
« life, that all is vanity.” 


« Alas! my dear madam, there re- 
© quires but little ſagacity to diſcover 
«© what experience ſhews us every day, | 
* 1Y uſage brings wiſdom, as ſin does 
<«« repentance.” 

« True; but is it not ſometimes 
« poſſible to ſuppoſe that the effect of 

| | cc. 111 


/ 


ec 


er 


cc 
ce 


ce 


ce 


cc 


when Charlotte had done IE « it 


ly. 
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ill uſage Wich may probably ref 


from a different cauſe "2p 


« Certainly ; but, where circum- 
ſtances appear indubitable, what muſt 
we truſt to but the conviction of our 
own reaſon ? 


© But, if our reaſon convinces us, 
fir, that we have been mal- treated, it 
ſurely does not prompt us to con- 
found all the world with a ſingle in- 


dividual. If one ſource of happineſs 


cloſes, others are open to us, in 
England as well as in France or Ita- 


L 


« I think, Sir Philip,” added I, 


« is 
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c g not in foreign elimes you muſt 
0 look for youre = 


cc Teach me, then, madam, in what 
r part of theſe I ſhall ſeek it; it would 


indeed be a work of humanity, for it 
s a phantom I have hitherto purſued 


« in vain.” 


At Nottingham, 1 believe, you 
“may overtake it.” Do not be 


frightened, Harriet, I did not quite 
betray you. 


« At Nottingham, madam! In 
* what ſhape ſhall find it?” 


In the form of an agreeable friend 
* of mine, who is infected with juſt 
« fack an indifference for the world as 

| « yourſelf, 


cc 


cc 


«ce 


ks 


.cc 


c 


= 


c 


A 
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0 


xc 


cc 
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« yourſelf. 1 know no two on ſh 
who would be ſo likely, to Mae 
each other,” 


= 


r 1 > _ 3 — 


” 

f ” 

* - * 4 
1 


Lou preſcribe ably, madam ; but 
te of the efficacy of your preſcriptions 1 
am very doubtful.” | 


« Make the experiment,” cried I, 


the next time we go down; and, if 


it fails, I yield the honour, of recon- 
ciling you to happineſs, to a more 


able hand.” 


« Agreed, if nothing particular pre- 


vent me from the pleaſure of attend- 
ing you. 


The converſation then took a diffe- 


rent turn, and ſince I have not ſeen 


him; 


15 
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him; but there is little doubt of our 


Prevailing on him to accompany. us, 


when the time arrives in which I am 
permitted the felicity of again embra- 


ding you. 


By a few more words, I could have 
inſtantly ſent him, on the pinions of 
love, to Nattingham; but it was a ſtep 
I could not preſume to take without the 
concurrence of my Harriet, however 
agreeable the ſurpriſe might prove to 
her. | 


By ſome enquiries I have made con- 


cerning your family, I learned, that 
Mrs. Moſtyn's glory is in the vane, A 


diſcovery of ſome imprudences has, at 
length, produced unfavourable ſuſpi- 


cions of her conduct; and, though your 


$ Von. IM, — father 
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father does not oppoſe her gay career, 
they live an the moſt diſtant terms, and 
it is imagined a ſeparation will ſoon en- 
ſue; but, as yet, this is only whiſpered. 
Should ſuch an event take place, which 
1 moſt heartily pray for, it will then be 
the time to reinſtate you in his long- 
withholden affection, on the recovery 
of which it will be the higheſt felicity of 
your friends to greet you; and to none, 
my dear Harriet, will it be a more * 
cere one than to 


Your admiring 


OCTAVIA COSWAY,' 
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Tranſmit our beſt wiſhes to the happy 
lovers. Tell our dear Selina, that I 


long to addreſs her by a more matronly » 


title ; and aſſure her, that'the firſt viſit 
I make, after a certain event, will be to 
the friends of my heart, if my ſtrength 
will admit of ſuch a journey. I forgot 
to tell you, that both Mrs. Moſtyn's 
children are gone to a better world, 
Happy innoceats | to have left a ſcene; 
in which pernicious example would pro- 
bably have been your bane, and depri- 
ved you of the power of becoming can» 
didates for the bliſsful abodes you have 
how attained! 
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CONCLUSION, 
BY THE 


Z. DI r o R. 


ö 


AFTER the accoucbement of Mrs. 


Coſway, which was attended with 


circumſtances as favourable as her 


friends could wiſh, all correſpondence. 
ceaſed between the parties. It is there- 
fore neceſſary to acquaint. our readers, 


that Sir Philip Weſtcombe was prevailed 


upon to accompany the happy couple 
to Caſtle-Dale, where he had the unex- 
pected ſatisfaction td. behold again the 


beloved object he had believed loſt to. 


him 
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him for ever. An eclairciſſement. imme» 
diately enſued, in which he had the ful- 
left conviction of Miſs Moſtyn's s inno- 
cence and the perfidy of her ſtep· mo- 


ther; after which their happineſs met 


with no alloy but in their fears that Mr. 
Moſtyn would ſtill refuſe his conſent to 
their union; but theſe were quickly ob- 
viated by the friendſhip of the good old 
Shenſtone, who made a journey to the 
metropolis on purges to effect A recon- 

eiliation. N 


Stung with remorſe for the unfatherly 
part he had ated, Mr, Moſtyn too late 
diſcovered, that he had deſerted a vir- 
tuous child for an abandoned wife, and 
determined to be no longer the dupe of 
her infamous practices. He made her 
an allowance far beyond her merit, 

mo ä 
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and, when the articles of ſeparation 
were finiſhed, retired into the country, 
beſtowing all his fortune on his daugh- 
ter but what was ſufficient to ſupport 
him in a comſortable retreat; and, it is 
thought, ſhould Providenoe long conti- 
nue him an inhabitant of this world, he 
will, by a daily-increaſed affection for a 
worthy child, attone for that neglect he 
cannot now think of without ſorrow, 
The nuptials of Sir Philip and Miſs 
 Moſtyn, it is expected, will take place 
at the ſame time as Mr. Petwyn's with 
Miſs Maynard, which will be deferred 
no longer than till they have paid the 
laſt duties to the good friend who has ſo 
generouſly contributed to their happi- 
8 neſs; but it is an event, to which even 


che idea of their approaching bliſs can- 
. not 
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not induce them to look forward with 


out a tear, ſo much have the genereus 


conduct and patible virtues of this wor- 


thy man endeared him to them. 


Having brought the principal cha- 
racters into the haven of felicity, and 


conducted the remaining ones into the 


ſame flowery path, the editor cannot do 
more than add his earneſt wiſhes, that 


every one, who is deſerving of ſimilar 
happineſs, may be equally fortunate in 


the concluſion of their drama. 
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